Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-1  Filed 11/15/24 Page 1 of 6

EXHIBIT 1



Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-1  Filed 11/15/24 Page 2 of 6
Re: Woodside High School - 11/3/2023

From: Charles Velschow— Sun, Nov 5, 2023 at 8:47 AM PST (GMT-08:00)

To: Karen van Putten [ NENEGEGGGEGG
Cc: Cara Klackle NS \\/<ndy Porter <IN s

On Sat, Nov 4, 2023 at 11:19 PM Karen van Putten NI > \rote:
FYI

---------- Forwarded message --------—-
From I

Date: Sat, Nov 4, 2023 at 4:47 PM
Subject: Re: Woodside High School - 11/3/2023

To: Woodside High School - Principal van Putten |GGG
CC: ﬁ

Hello Ms. van Putten,

Thanks for alerting us about the incident. You are correct in stating that this explanation isn't enough.

We have always found Woodside High School to be a safe and supportive environment for our kids. Our eldest son,
raduated last year, ano-a sophomore. | have to say that | don't feel the same way anymore.

The drawing was obviously a Swastika like you suspected in the beginning, You know that people don't tend to draw
Manijis at schools, they draw Swastikas, a Nazi symbol. Why would they draw a Manji? What is the goal?

This was a pure hate crime against the Jewish community. Since October 7th, after the horrific terrorist attack on
Israel, we have only seen an increase in antisemitism, including the drawing of Swastikas.

We are very disappointed with how the school and the school district have handled the situation this month. | haven't
seen even one condemnation of the massacre in Israel after October 7th. The email from the superintendent was
very disappointing. My husband and | emailed the superintendent, and she didn't even respond to us.

And now, | see that you treat Swastikas like they were Manijis? Yes, | know that the symbols look similar, but you
know that no one has a reason to draw the Buddhist symbol at school. However, a lot of people these days draw
Swastikas, unfortunately.

The image below was taken today in Lyons, France. A Jewish woman was stabbed, and this symbol was drawn. It
looks exactly like a Maniji. But you know very well that it's not a Maniji. It's a Swastika that was drawn as part of a
hate crime.

Please note that the Jewish community feels a lot of hate right now and doesn't feel supported by the community.
We feel unsafe, and afraid to show Jewish symbols because of fear of hate crimes. Giving an excuse for drawing
Swastikas makes me feel that my son and other Jewish students are not safe at Woodside High School. | reported
the incident to the Anti-Defamation League (ADL).

We will not donate to any of the school's organizations this year until we feel that our son is safe.
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| hope that the peo&g%ﬁ'ng’:gf‘éw\{h%SS()v}e\sstlka%%?g ounhla%d pullznlllser(nj élllds % t th epggw%c% 8L8ains to the students
why hate crimes against any group, including Jews, are wrong.

Thanks,

On Fri, Nov 3, 2023 at 7:28 PM Woodside High School - Principal van Putten_ wrote:
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3
|

WILDCATS

November 3, 2023

Dear Woodside Community,

On Wednesday, November 1st, we were informed of two drawings on our campus grounds that appeared to resemble a
symbol of hate.

We contacted the San Mateo County Sheriff’'s Department in order to investigate the matter and determine if our school
was at risk of a potential threat.

After an extensive investigation from both our school administration and the San Mateo County Sheriff's Department,
we have both determined that Woodside High School is not under any threat.

Additionally, we have also confirmed that the drawings in question were not intended to be hate speech targeted at
anyone or any group, as our mutual investigation was able to confirm that it was a spiritual symbol from Japanese
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Buddhism known g?%r%i%éb%‘l’éﬂ?&olgy an YRk that d'é”e?%lﬂ{l%ﬁ/ %éyong ?rggr\ﬁews?we were able to view

the anime/manga images used as the genesis of the drawings and were able to verify the testimony we received.

| know that the idea of hate speech on our campus is heartbreaking for all of us. I, too, was saddened by the idea that
hate speech may have occurred on our campus, as we do not tolerate any hateful speech or actions on our campus.
We take great pride in working with our students to create a school environment where we celebrate our diversity and
strive to create safe spaces for all.

| recognize that this explanation may not feel like enough for some in our community. This is an isolated incident that
we have investigated with sensitivity and seriousness, and we are committed to educating all our students. When you
have a concern, our staff and | will listen and problem-solve with you because your safety, well-being, and feeling of
being a part of our community are top priorities at Woodside High School.

Sincerely,

H. Karen van Putten, Principal

Querida comunidad de Woodside,

El miércoles 1 de noviembre, nos informaron de dos dibujos en los terrenos de nuestro campus que parecian un
simbolo de odio.

Nos comunicamos con el Departamento del Sheriff del condado de San Mateo para investigar el asunto y determinar si
nuestra escuela estaba en riesgo de sufrir una amenaza potencial.

Después de una extensa investigacion tanto de la administracion de nuestra escuela como del Departamento del
Sheriff del Condado de San Mateo, ambos hemos determinado que la Escuela Secundaria Woodside no esta bajo
ninguna amenaza.

Ademas, también hemos confirmado que los dibujos en cuestién no pretendian ser un discurso de odio dirigido a nadie
ni a ningun grupo, ya que nuestra investigacion mutua pudo confirmar que se trataba de un simbolo espiritual del
budismo japonés conocido como Maniji, popularizado por el anime. Para tomar esa determinacién, mas alla de las
entrevistas, pudimos ver las imagenes de anime/manga utilizadas como génesis de los dibujos y pudimos verificar el
testimonio que recibimos.

Sé que la idea del discurso de odio en nuestro campus es desgarradora para todos nosotros. A mi también me
entristecio la idea de que el discurso de odio pudiera haber ocurrido en nuestro campus, ya que no toleramos ningun
discurso o accion de odio en nuestro campus. Estamos muy orgullosos de trabajar con nuestros estudiantes para crear
un ambiente escolar donde celebramos nuestra diversidad y nos esforzamos por crear espacios seguros para todos.

Reconozco que esta explicacion puede no parecer suficiente para algunos en nuestra comunidad. Este es un incidente
aislado que hemos investigado con sensibilidad y seriedad, y estamos comprometidos a educar a todos nuestros
estudiantes. Cuando tenga una inquietud, nuestro personal y yo lo escucharemos y resolveremos su problema porque
su seguridad, bienestar y sentimiento de ser parte de nuestra comunidad son las principales prioridades en Woodside
High School.

Atentamente,

H.Karen van Putten, Directora

Sequoia Union High School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, please
contact Sequoia Union High School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service,
follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students and staff through
voice, SMS text, email, and social media.
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Administrative Vice Principal
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EXHIBIT 2



. Case 3:24-¢v-08015 Document 1-2  Filed 11/15/24 Page 2 of 37
To retake this part of the test:

e Make an appointment for Thursday’s Flex time.
® You are responsible for the coming.
e [ will not be making appointments for you

NAME(s): Period:

If allb and c||d, find the Find the measure of the
value of x, y,and z. lettered angles.

S &
Wea &
0 A '

“- COUNTDOWN -

partner initials

partner initials



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbQY3aOX31U

- Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-2 ‘4 Page 3 of 37
Monday October 16, 2023

What saying does this
puzzle mean?
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDI0ODM5NjkyMDk0MTU1MTEwMDIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFDWmZWcGJSSFBUUkNaOHJKRXJ0YlRVWXRsVnpJeElVUENRVmp6QUJGWldrIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc5MTI1ODk0ZTU4XzBfNiIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMUNaZlZwYlJIUFRSQ1o4ckpFcnRiVFVZdGxWekl4SVVQQ1FWanpBQkZaV2svMGJjOThiZjYtOWM3Ny00MmQwLWFlNmItM2UxY2U3N2I2NGI2In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier

Agenda

Angle Chase - Practice

Identifying marked parts of

congruent triangles.

Congruent friangles

a. Determining if triangles

are congruent
b. Proofs

Learning objectives:

e Icanidentify if triangles are congruent by SSS,
SAS, AAS, or ASA.

Vocabulary
e SSS
e SAS
e ASA
o

AAS
NS N
&
SR

ARE THEY
GONGRUENT?




Read quieﬂy_ to youréelf the directions

CW Unit 2: Identifying Triangle Parts Your Name & Partner:

Per:

Example:

Partner 1 - Directions:

Complete with your partner.
1) Identify the how the triangles are marked (5SS, SAS, ASA, AAS/SAA AAA or ASS/SSA)
2) Circle your answenr.
3) Cutouteach figure and tape to the poster for each way triangles can be marked.

Partner 2 - Directions:

Complete with your partnen
1) Identify the how the triangles are marked (5SS, SAS, ASA, AAS/SAA AAA or ASS/SSA)
2) Circle your answer.

3) Cutouteach figure and tape to the poster for each way triangles can be marked.

Circle the way the parts are

marked in the A,

SAS SSS Can be

ASA AAS/SAA |usedto
prove A =
Cannot be

AAA ASS/SSA used to
SEQ0000QUProve s =



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ic6bFOEdzs

Tape your triangle to the poster board it
corresponds to

SSS SAS ASA [l AAS/SAA
N . 7
A B 4 2 Y, <74 o
Y b . N SSAJ/ASS
< A D vV,
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- Yel

eflection

ow Classwor Page

Determine which parts are marked for each triangle then state if the triangles are congruent by shortcut.

N A
MAO P R

Marked parts:

Marked parts:

Are the triangles congruent? JYes WUNo . i i
» : Are the triangles congruent? JdYes W No

H K

DA A A

Marked parts:

Marked parts:

Are the triangles congruent? JdYes WNo : , .
e Are the triangles congruent? JYes 1 No

B E ¥ . . L

rr&l} v&x A&C DgﬁF 5 . O :

Marked Marked ‘
parts: parts: - COUNTDOWN °

Are the triangles congruent? JYes No Are the triangles congruent? JYes U No



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbQY3aOX31U
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Intro

Marked parts:
Are the triangles congruent? dYes W No

Statement/Reason
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ucing Proots

Intro

Marked
parts:

Are the triangles congruent? QYes O No

Statement/Reason
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Introducing Prootfs

Given:
AC=DC
LACB = £CDE
LB = LE

Statement/Reason
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[dentifying the thir

Filed 11/15/24 Page 11 of 37,
part of the congruent triangles

Reflexive Property

J ' M

How many parts are marked?

angles sides
What is the third part?
A = A by
O SSS Q1 SAS

O AAS U ASA

L L
7

/4 Z
How many parts are marked?

angles sides
What is the third part?
A = A by
O SSS U SAS
O AAS 0 ASA

How many parts are marked?
angles sides

What is the third part?

A = A by

Q SSS 1 SAS

O AAS 0 ASA
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1r

[dentifying the t

part of the congruent triangles

iven: AB = AD, BC =DC Statement/Reason
Prove: AABC = AADC
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1r

[dentifying the t

part of the congruent triangles

Given: ZATR = ¢PTR,
LART = £PRT
Prove: AART = APRT

Statement
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éomplete the Practice quiz

Unit 2 Practice Quiz 2 /6pts Name:

State whether the two triangles could be proven congruent or NOT. If the triangles are congruent,
stated by SSS, SAS, AAS, ASA then write a congruence statement if congruent (like above).

MARK YOUR FIGURES

]
] SSS. SAS. AAS. ASA (circle) [J SSS. SAS, AAS, ASA (circle)

AHFG= AMNO=

[J No. triangles NOT congruent U No. triangles NOT congruent

We will be
self-grading
these
afterwards!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svXcVN5OPtE
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Tuesday October 1/, 2023

IML.2,3
u

What saying does this
puzzle mean?
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDI0ODM5NjkyMDk0MTU1MTEwMDIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFDWmZWcGJSSFBUUkNaOHJKRXJ0YlRVWXRsVnpJeElVUENRVmp6QUJGWldrIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc5MTI1ODk0ZTU4XzBfNiIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMUNaZlZwYlJIUFRSQ1o4ckpFcnRiVFVZdGxWekl4SVVQQ1FWanpBQkZaV2svMGJjOThiZjYtOWM3Ny00MmQwLWFlNmItM2UxY2U3N2I2NGI2In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier

Agenda

1. Unit 2 practice Quiz

2. Congruent triangles

a. Determining if triangles
are congruent
b. Proofs

3. Notes

Quiz on BLOCK 10/19
or 10/20 on Unit 2

—

.l slaalar /N A (m 427 £
LIBLLAAY I N B g e ) Ay § rayc L7 Ul oi

Learning objectives:

e Icanidentify if triangles are congruent by SSS,
SAS, AAS, or ASA.

Vocabulary
e SSS
SAS
ASA
AAS




Case 3:24-cv-080ﬁ3_ ocument 1-2 Fﬁd 11/15/24 Page 18 of 37,
Ir the congruent triangles

[dentifying the t part of

Identifying congruent angles which are not marked

VERTICAL ANGLES Given: AB =BC, EB=BD
Prove: AABE = ACBD

Statement/Reason

Conclusion

Identify the transformation
which maps the triangles
together.

Third congruent part is:

SEQQ00017Z
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[dentifying the thir

part of the congruent triangles
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1r

[dentifying the t

part of the congruent triangles

EARREEECEINES Given: AB || CD, PO =0M
L Prove: APON = AMOL

Statement

N

Identify the transformation
which maps the triangles
together.
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To retake this part of the test:

e Make an appointment for Friday’s Flex time.
® You are responsible for the coming.
e [ will not be making appointments for you

S &
Wea &
0 A '

“- COUNTDOWN -



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbQY3aOX31U
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Block Oct 19 or 20, 2023

What saying does this
puzzle mean?
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http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDI0ODM5NjkyMDk0MTU1MTEwMDIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFDWmZWcGJSSFBUUkNaOHJKRXJ0YlRVWXRsVnpJeElVUENRVmp6QUJGWldrIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc5MTI1ODk0ZTU4XzBfNiIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMUNaZlZwYlJIUFRSQ1o4ckpFcnRiVFVZdGxWekl4SVVQQ1FWanpBQkZaV2svMGJjOThiZjYtOWM3Ny00MmQwLWFlNmItM2UxY2U3N2I2NGI2In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier

Agenda

Angle Chase
CW - Proofs (pg. 4)
Notes - pg.27 & 28
Unit 2 Quiz

-Break-

Slope Practice

.l slaalar /N A (m la W, ] £ N7
LIBLLAAY I N B g e ) Ay § mayc 25 Ul oi

Learning objectives:

e Icanidentify if triangles are congruent by SSS,
SAS, AAS, or ASA.

Vocabulary
e SSS
e SAS
e ASA
e AAS

SEQ000023




Complete page 4 of the Int

se 3:24-cv-08015

Filed 11/15/24 Paige 215 of 37
ro go proor C

Each pair of triangles are congruent -Write a congruence statement AND determine why they are congruent.

X ,

L
N

W 4 7

Y

A = A

Q SSS Q SAS Q SSS

Q AAS Q0 ASA

R
/\a\
QVS

T

by A = A by

Q SAS
Q AAS

Q ASA

A D

A by
Q SSS 0 SAS

Q AAS Q ASA

= A

SSS Q0 SAS
Q AAS Q ASA

A

by A = A by

Q SSS QO SAS

Q AAS

Q ASA

G

= A by
Q SSS 1 SAS

Q AAS QO ASA

asswork

"_ a }ﬁ 134
) AT g_



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ

. Case 3:24-¢v-08015 ocument 1-2,  File fl11/15/24 Page 26 of 37
Loglc - and evidence reasoning

or making conclusions.

Ehe New York Times Why logic matters and Teacher comments

L Gui S G D S A6 e I O S Sgibe RGNS | it WA e . to class: Look at

e e using reasons to be the the change in the
headlines over the
period of 24 hours.
While you may not
need to prove
triangles in life, we
At Least 500 Dead in Strike on Gaza Hospital, Palestinians Say study it to

—— | understand how we
r:dw ' i I i need to make
en = ’ statements and

reasons to lead to
conclusions.

Israeli Strike Kills Hundreds in Hospital, Palestinians Say b as I S fO rcon CI us I ons ?

At Least 500 Dead in Blast at Gaza Hospital, Palestinians Say

-
- »

L - ‘

red

U.S. BACKS ISRAEL,
AS CAUSE OF BLAST
REMAINS DISPUTED

Biden Urges Caution Vow of $100 Million
n
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Notes - pg.

Things to look for to prove triangles are congruent

Shared sides

(or angles,
which are
rare)

A Statement

Reason

T

Prove ABAR = ARTB

For Practice, complete proofs on Page 1 of Proof Packet
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What do you en DONE with Quiz?

1.) Turnin Quiz into the Basket
2.) Pick up BLUE slope practice and work on

3.) Then you can work on HW Review Quiz-4

<<time>>
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5 mlnute break

If you were LATE to
class - no break

If you are LONGER
than 5 minutes, no
bathroom privileges

for a week.

SEQO000028


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hso3oR8PJss
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hso3oR8PJss

Case 3:24-cv-08015
Determine S

Finding Slope

Document 1-2  Filed 61/15/24

Name

Page 30 of 37

Determine the slope and y-intercept for each graph

Slope =

y-intercept = 1

down 1

right 2

rF'S

|
|
|
«

y-intercept =

Slope =

y-intercept =

Slope =
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Determining i triangles are congruent

CW Unit 2: Color Congruent Triangles Name(s): Per:

Directions: Color the triangle pairs or trios that are congruent THEN complete the congruence statement and by what reason (shortcut) they are
congruent. You will need 4 colors

— FIGURES ARE NOT DRAWN TO SCALE

— There are 5 triangles that are NOT Congruent

12cm
9cm

10cm
N

5 triangles which are not congruent to the others. LIST the triangles.
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Apply the importance of a congruence statement letter order

Given AABC = ADEF, which statement is NOT true?

AB = DE

perimeter of AABC = perimeter of ADEF

BC = DF

m+.C =m<.F

area of AABC = area of ADEF

SEQO000031



Document 1-

Given three measurements (length) which set Would make a triangle with the
largest PERIMETER?

Triangle 1: Put you and
15cm, 7.7 cm & 5.8 cm your partners
answer on a
post note and
stick it to the
front board
(Geometry side)

Triangle 2:

13cm, 58cm & 5.8cm

Triangle 3:
10.8cm, 94cm, & 5.8 cm

Hypothesize your answer to each and we will come back to these and see if we are correct.




Document 1-
Using the given measurements for the length of the dlfferent triangles - build

your triangles.

Triangle 1: Blue 13 centimeters
15cm, 7.7cm & 5.8 cm Yellow 10.8 cn

Purple 7.7

Red 15 cm

Green 9.4

Orange 5.8

Triangle 2:

13cm, 58cm & 5.8cm

Triangle 3: Did you post the correct
10.8cm, 94cm, & 58cm answer?
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What to do when done

Turn in “CW Unit 2: Sorting Congruent Triangles” to

basket

a) Make sure YOUR NAME and your PARTNER's NAME
ison it

Work on your HW for tonight (on paper and upload to

canvas when done:

Homework

- HW23 Unit 1 Checklist (Weeks 4-7 CLOSE 10/4)
%

Oct4 | 18 pts

HW24 Review Quiz-2

Oct7 | 14 pts

HW25 Unit 2 Lesson 1: Corresponding Parts

Oct 10 | Opts
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Naguib Mahfouz Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech (1988)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

To begin with | would like to thank the Swedish Academy and its Nobel committee for taking notice of my long and
perseverant endeavours, and | would like you to accept my talk with tolerance. For it comes in a language unknown
to many of you. But it is the real winner of the prize. It is, therefore, meant that its melodies should float for the
first time into your oasis of culture and civilization. | have great hopes that this will not be the last time either, and
that literary writers of my nation will have the pleasure to sit with full merit amongst your international writers

who have spread the fragrance of joy and wisdom in this grief-ridden world of ours. [...]

I am the son of two civilizations that at a certain age in history have formed a happy marriage. The first of these,
seven thousand years old, is the Pharaonic civilization; the second, one thousand four hundred years old, is the

Islamic one. [...]

You may be wondering: This man coming from the third world, how did he find the peace of mind to write stories?
You are perfectly right. | come from a world labouring under the burden of debts whose paying back exposes it to
starvation or very close to it. Some of its people perish in Asia from floods, others do so in Africa from famine. In
South Africa millions have been undone with rejection and with deprivation of all human rights in the age of
human rights, as though they were not counted among humans. In the West Bank and Gaza there are people who
are lost in spite of the fact that they are living on their own land; land of their fathers, grandfathers and great
grandfathers. [...] Surrounding them are 150 million Arabs following what is happening in anger and grief. This
threatens the area with a disaster if it is not saved by the wisdom of those desirous of a just and comprehensive

peace.

Yes, how did the man coming from the Third World find the peace of mind to write stories? Fortunately, art is
generous and sympathetic. In the same way that it dwells with the happy ones it does not desert the wretched. It

offers both alike the convenient means for expressing what swells up in their bosom.

In this decisive moment in the history of civilization it is inconceivable and unacceptable that the moans of
Mankind should die out in the void. There is no doubt that Mankind has at last come of age, and our era carries the
expectations of entente’ between the Super Powers. The human mind now assumes the task of eliminating all
causes of destruction and annihilation. And just as scientists exert themselves to cleanse the environment of
industrial pollution, intellectuals ought to exert themselves to cleanse humanity of moral pollution. It is both our
right and duty to demand of the big leaders in the countries of civilization as well as their economists to affect a

real leap that would place them into the focus of the age.

" Entente: a friendly understanding or informal alliance between states or factions

SEQO000035
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In the olden times every leader worked for the good of his own nation alone. The others were considered
adversaries, or subjects of exploitation. There was no regard to any value but that of superiority and personal glory.
For the sake of this, many morals, ideals and values were wasted; many unethical means were justified; many
uncounted souls were made to perish. Lies, deceit, treachery, cruelty reigned as the signs of sagacity? and the proof
of greatness. Today, this view needs to be changed from its very source. Today, the greatness of a civilized leader
ought to be measured by the universality of his vision and his sense of responsibility towards all humankind. The
developed world and the Third World are but one family. Each human being bears responsibility towards it by the
degree of what he has obtained of knowledge, wisdom, and civilization. | would not be exceeding the limits of my
duty if | told them in the name of the Third World: Be not spectators to our miseries. You have to play therein a
noble role befitting your status. From your position of superiority you are responsible for any misdirection of
animal, or plant, to say nothing of Man, in any of the four corners of the world. We have had enough of words.
Now is the time for action. [...] We are in the age of leaders responsible for the whole globe. Save the enslaved in
the African south! Save the famished in Africa! Save the Palestinians from the bullets and the torture! Nay, save the
Israelis from profaning their great spiritual heritage! Save the ones in debt from the rigid laws of economy! Draw
their attention to the fact that their responsibility to Mankind should precede their commitment to the laws of a

science that Time has perhaps overtaken.

In spite of all what goes on around us | am committed to optimism until the end. [...] Good is achieving victory
every day. It may even be that Evil is weaker than we imagine. In front of us is an indelible® proof: were it not for
the fact that victory is always on the side of Good, hordes of wandering humans would not have been able in the
face of beasts and insects, natural disasters, fear and egotism, to grow and multiply. They would not have been able
to form nations, to excel in creativeness and invention, to conquer outer space, and to declare Human Rights. The
truth of the matter is that Evil is a loud and boisterous debaucherer?, and that Man remembers what hurts more
than what pleases. Our great poet Abul-'Alaa' Al-Ma'ari was right when he said:

"A grief at the hour of death

Is more than a hundred-fold

Joy at the hour of birth."

| finally reiterate my thanks and ask your forgiveness.

What does Mahfouz seem to value? How does he communicate these values?

What is his message to his Western audience?

2 Sagacity: the quality of being wise or intelligent
% Indelible: not able to be forgotten or removed
4 Debaucherer: someone who overly indulges in sensual pleasures
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Period ﬁ'd

Israel — Palestine Conflict Vocabulary Quiz

Write the letter of the matching definition in the blank.

&1 @ Palestine A. The Arabic word for catastrophe. For
| Palestinians, this word describes when more
than 700,000 Palestinians fled or were expelled
? \ iy from their homes in the 1948 war that followed
2, Zionism the formation of the state of Israel.
B.! This structure, built by the Israeli government,
23 anti-semitism divides Palestinian land in the West Bank and
| Jerusalem from Israeli land and is illegal
L | according to international law
o _,&___ checkpoint ('ﬁ The areas of Palestine that have been taken
over and controlled by Israel since the 1967 |
| War \
215 the Holocaust : : :
| D. Anti- Jewish racism |
| E. This is the Arabic word for uprising.
6. the Nakba

F. The language spoken by the majority of

Israelis
7. ;_\_\ refugee camp

G. The takeover of land by force by Jewish Israeli
citizens in the Occupied Territories with
Israeli government support. This takeover of

? W Palestinian land is not legal, according to the
3. 1 __ intifada United Nations.

H. The political movement of the Jewish diaspora

C' to create a new Jewish state in the holy land
. /I the Occupied Territories

I. The crossings where the Israeli Defense Forces
regulate who goes in and out of the Occupied
Territories. Israeli citizens can generally cross

freely, while Palestinians must show IDs and
10. the Gaza Strip submit to searches
I
e |




3

B \/ diaspora

T A T R U T

/ C settlement

13. K the West Bank

14. IP Hebrew

IS.T apartheid

16. /‘_}_\_ Israel
17. /h islamophobia

18. Kb separation wall

e ——————————— .

. This is one Palestinian political party which is

more willing to compromise with Israel.

. This is one part of Palestinian land that is now

known as one part of the Occupied Territories.
It lies on Western shore of the Jordan River.

. This 1s the word given to a people that have

been scattered from their homeland, usually
by force.

. The name for the Jewish country that includes

the holy land. The United Nations established
this country in 1947.

. The areas where Palestinians fleeing from the

1948 war were obligated to live on an
emergency basis — these areas ended up
becoming permanent with very high poverty
rates

. This is one part of Palestinian land that is now

known as one part of the Occupied Territories.
It is a narrow bit of land that lies on the coast
of the Mediterranean Sea.

. The name given to the Arab lands that include

the holy land. The United Nations established
this land as a country in 1947. All of these
lands are currently occupied by Israel.

. The genocide that occurred in Europe during

World War Il that resulted in the murder of
over 6 million Jews by the Nazis

. Anti-Muslim discrimination and racism

. This is one Palestinian political party which is

continuing to fight against Israel.

This word comes from the Dutch colonizers
in South Africa and means “separateness” In
Dutch. The word was used to describe the
system of racism and racial separation
between White South Africans and Black

South Africans.




Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-4  Filed 11/15/24 Page 1 of 5

EXHIBIT 4



e et T e i i

Period

World History Final Exam Semester 1 2023

Answer each question with a minimum of 3 sentences and a maximum of 5 sentences. Make sure you
answer gll of the different parts of each question.

1. Using the Global Data Statistics (Life Expectancy, Adult Literacy, Population Growth Rate, GDP per
capita), give a definition for developed countries. Give an example of a developed country. Again using
the Global Data Statistics, give a definition for developing countries. Gi{'e—aﬁ'exéiﬁf)lehf a developing
country. What are the historical reasons why we have rich countries and poor countries in the world

today?
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4. What does Eduardo Galeano mean when he says, “Latin America is the region of open veins™? E'xplflln
how Galeano describes the position of Latin America in the development of worldwide industrialization .
and capitalism. What is neo-colonialism? Which country today directs the neo-colonial control over

Latin America, according to Galeano?
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5. Use your Guns, Germs and Steel Part 1 The Haves and Have Nots Cornell Notes to help you answer this
question. Many historians (including many European colonizers themselves) have maintained a racist
understanding of the reasons for colonization. These racist accounts of the colonization of Latin "'\
America, Africa, Asia and Polynesia by Europeans usually include the racist ideas that Europeans are
superior to non-Europeans and that non-Europeans are inferior to Europeans. These racist ideas
frequently lead to the false idea that European colonization was a “natural” or inevitable outcome and

that European colonization of the world was conducted to “help” the non-Europeans.
Explain Jared Diamond’s hypothesis in Guns, Germs and Steel Part 1 about why some societies

<developed so much material wealth and other societies didn’t. Does Jared Diamond’s hypothesis
support the racist accounts of colonization or does it provide a counternarrative in opposition to the

racist accounts of colonization? Giye evidence to support your claim. .
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What are the beliefs and practices of Islam? How is

Isla
detailed and non-superf m similar to Judaism and Christianity? Give at least 3

cial ways that Islam is similar to Judaism and Christianity.
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:3 7. Where is Malala Yuusaleal from? What happene 0 her? What did she say about Islam in her Nobel Peace Prize

] acceptance speech? About which issue does she speak out publicly and how is this issue connected to her
i understanding of Islam?

_.\,_.-

v f & Malala i3 P Paltishn, SLe  \es ‘l”flﬁu"& 'r‘”"‘

| SPealliosy, ot ogeny b e \Aibey ol hrews R is b
(?.ﬂ#‘ifﬁl'\ eluut e ter 9idS, d  as ftSuljr Wos dShi
e b . Tolisbun, Mdlafa  Seyd b bl sl e

S L
Hiae
ol
;

L opaees ?lu e o TNl (S L 3()[( B

- 2. ' !

L1 I = ;

¢ oy = 4 x
i{?.'-\.._, = 1 = [+ [l pr i B, El
g S i e ] = g
l 5. :

2 L 1 er
e i)

i 1 s e ; . K 1 . LR

Uﬁlﬂ 5'1’ hk

S e e T

: L

S PP e, P ——_r

— T

s —

rare




9. Describe the Occupied Territories, who is occupying these territories and who is living under this
occupation. Describe what life is like for the people living under occupation, giving at least 3 specific

'r examples.
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Sequoia Union High School District

Uniform Complaint Procedures
COMPLAINT FORM

I. Your Contact Information

Last Name: Kasle First Name: Sam

Address: _ Apt.#:
City:_ State: ! Zip:-

Home Phone: _ _
Email:_

Work or Cell Phone: _

Il. Complainant
You are filing this complaint on behalf of: - Kasle and Famlly

Parent/Guardian ] Pupil [] Witness to the Incident [] Other:

I1l. School Information
School Name: Woodside High School

Grade: 10 principal: Ka@ren Van Putten

IV. Basis of the Complaint

A. District violation of state or federal law or regulations/policies governing:

[] Accommodations for Pregnant and
Parenting Pupils

[J Adult Education

[ After School Education and Safety

[ Agricultural Career Technical Education

[] Career Technical and Technical
Education; Career Technical; Technical
Training (State)

[] Career Technical Education (Federal)

[ Child Care and Development

[J Compensatory Education

[J Course Periods without Educational
Content

[ Education Of Pupils In Foster Care,
Pupils Who Are Homeless, Former
Juvenile Court Pupils Now Enrolled In A
School District, and Pupils Of Military
Families

[JEvery Student Succeeds Act / No Child
Left Behind (Titles I-VII)

[JLocal Control and Accountability Plans
(LCAP)

[]Migrant Education

[JPhysical Education Instructional Minutes

[JPupil Fees

[JReasonable Accommodations to a
Lactating Pupil

[JRegional Occupational Centers and
Programs

[JSchool Plans For Student Achievement

[school Safety Plans

Oschool Site Councils

[Istate Preschool

[Istate Preschool Health And Safety Issues
In LEAs Exempt From Licensing

10f3
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B. Unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying, based
on actual or perceived characteristics of the following:

[] Age (age 40+ in employment) [DMarital or Parental Status

[J Ancestry [INationality

[] Breastfeeding Students (] National Origin

[ color [JRace or Ethnicity

] Physical or Mental Disability [IReligion

[ Ethnic Group Identification [Jsex

[ Gender Expression [dsexual Harassment (Title IX)

[J Gender Identity [JSexual Orientation

[JGender [JAssociation with any of these actual
[ Genetic Information or perceived characteristics

C. Allegations of noncompliance of the following:

|:|Student bullying that is not based on the above listed protected classes

|:| Retaliation against a complainant or other participant in the complaint process or anyone who
has acted to uncover or report a violation subject to the uniform complaint procedures

D. Expulsion Appeal:

|:| If you are appealing an expulsion, list the date of the District’s decision to expel:

(Please attach all District expulsion documentation to your complaint)

V. Details of Complaint

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability. Attach additional sheets of paper if you
need more space.

Please describe the type of incident(s) you experienced that led to this complaint, in as much detail as
possible, including all dates and times when the incident(s) occurred or when the allege acts first came
to your attention and location(s) where the incident(s) occurred:

Please see attached documents.

20f3
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List the individuals involved in the incident(s) complained of:
Please see attached documents.

List any witnesses to the incident(s):
Please see attached documents.

What steps, if any, have you taken to resolve this issue before filing a complaint?
Please see attached documents.

| understand that the District will maintain the confidentiality of this information, to the extent provided by
law or the applicable collective bargaining agreement; that | will be protected from retaliation for filing this
complaint; that the District may request further information about this matter; and if such information is
available, | agree to present it upon request.

| understand that with the exception of pupil fee complaints, which may be filed within one (1) year of the
alleged violation, all other complaints must be filed within six (6) months of the alleged occurrence. Pupil
fees and LCAP complaints may be filed anonymously.

| believe that the forgoing is true and correct.
Note: | understand that if | file a complaint right before Thanksgiving Recess, Winter Recess, Spring Recess
or Summer Recess, that school staff will be on vacation and it will take longer to investigate; and | agree to

extend the timeline for responding to my complaint by the number of days schools are closed. Initials SK

2/1/2024
Signature of Person Filing Complaint Date

Please submit this complaint to:

Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
Human Resources Department

480 James Avenue

Redwood City, CA 94062

3of 3



Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-5 Filed 11/15/24 Page 5 of 7

Faculty Complaint

Il Kasle was a tenth grade student at Woodside High School in the beginning of the
2023-2024 academic year. JJl|’s World History teacher, Greg Gruszynski, wore a “Bike for
Palestine” t-shirt on one of the first days of school, hung a “Free Palestine” poster on the wall,
and introduced the topic of the Hamas-Israel conflict the week of October 7, 2023, by stating, “I
want to talk about something happening now that is bad. He then wrote on the board, “Israel’s
Attack on Gaza,” and began describing Israel’s Defense Forces’ military attack against Hamas in
Gaza. ] knew what was happening in the Middle East as she is Jewish—in fact, she was the
only engaged Jewish student in that 10" grade World History class—and she and her family had
been paying close attention to what was happening in the Middle East since early Saturday
morning, October 7. ] was frustrated because she knew the teacher was inaccurately
presenting the conflict, in fact, he didn’t even mention the October 7 Hamas massacre of
approximately 1200 Israelis. She finally raised her hand and asked, “Who attacked first?” And
though Mr. Gruszynski admitted that it was Hamas, throughout the time that he taught this
topic he constantly downplayed any culpability by Hamas and either ignored or downplayed any
efforts on the part of Israel to solely focus on eradicating the terrorist organization, Hamas, as
well as the return of the hostages taken on Oct 7th and instead presented Israel’s self-defensive

actions as wanton violence and the intentional targeting of Palestinian civilians.

Mr. Gruszynski repeated, as if fact, claims that Israel caused the Gaza Strip to exist as an “open
air prison that Israel controls,” and showed multiple videos, all from NPR’s “Democracy Now”
show which is notoriously anti-Israel. Once, in early December, Mr. Gruszynski began his
discussion of “Israel-Palestine” with the comment, ‘i is someone who doesn’t think Israel is
an Apartheid state,” with an intonation that made it clear such a position is ridiculous, and
continued with, “maybe now others will think differently,” meaning it was his intention to show
the rest of the students in the class that Jjjjj is wrong. [} was humiliated by Mr. Gruszynski’s
ridiculing of her position, and she was also mortified that the teacher was describing her people
as monsters. But even the most violent acts of Hamas were never criticized by this teacher. In

fact, Mr. Gruszynski told the class that the U.S. and Israel labeled Hamas as a terrorist
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organization, but, he asked out loud, “how different is Israel from Hamas?” Mr. Gruszynski
described Hamas, rather, as a “political party that fights against Israel.” He also taught this 10™
grade World History class that Palestine is a state founded and recognized by the United Nations

in 1947, which is patently false.

The Israeli checkpoints set up at border crossings were described by Mr. Gruszynski to his 10™"
grade class as tools solely to humiliate the Palestinians. When [} raised her hand and asked
isn’t it the case that the checkpoints are there because of terrorism? Mr. Gruszynski’s response
was “that’s the reason they [Israelis] give.” ] continued trying occasionally to point out when
Mr. Gruszynski stated inaccuracies, but she eventually gave up as she had the feeling that the
teacher was enjoying the game of his words taunting her and her efforts to help fairly educate
the other students; with such a power differential, however, | found nothing funny or

engaging about it.

The instructional materials gathered and distributed to [JJjj’s 10™ grade World History class
repeatedly asserted that the Palestinians—not the Jews—are indigenous to the land of Israel,

despite historical, archeological and genetic proof to the contrary.

When [Jlfwould complain about Mr. Gruszynski’s bias against the Jewish State, he often
responded that “he used to teach Jews in New York,” as if that made it okay for him to be

antisemitic.

The only videos Mr. Gruszynski used in the class (aside from the antiquated “Promises” movie
that was released 23 years ago in 2001 - three years before Israel left Gaza and four years before
Hamas was voted in by the Palestinian people to lead their government) on the
“Israel-Palestine” unit were four or more videos from Democracy Now. There was never any
effort to do anything but prove, through the materials Mr. Gruszynski handed out in class or
through his oral presentations, that Israel was always in the wrong. ] is convinced that

anyone who didn’t know much about what is actually happening in the Middle East and only
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learned about it from Mr. Gruszynski’s class would come away from the class not with a
balanced or nuanced perspective, but with absolute certainty that Israel is evil and while

unstated that Jews themselves are evil.

Due to the environment at Woodside during this time and from past anti-semetic experiences at
Woodside, both [Jjjjljand her older sister |} (2 Woodside senior) stopped wearing their
always-present Star of David necklaces for fear of being singled out, harassed and even

attacked.

There were three questions that dealt with the Israel-Palestine unit on the final exam for the
semester. [ knew that she had to write her answers to those questions the way Mr.
Gruszynski wanted, which was to cast Israel as the wrongdoer. She said that if she were to write
what she genuinely knew to be true Mr. Gruszynski would have failed her. In other words, that
teacher forced a Jewish student to write bad things about Israel, and by extension her own

people, in order to get a good grade.

Mr. Gruszynski’s biased and discriminatory teaching violates numerous California Education

Code policies including §§60045, 49091.12, 51500, 60045(a), 220.
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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

This form is for use only by district employees, district residents, or parents/guardians of
children enrolled in a district school to challenge the content or use of an instructional material.
For complaints regarding sufficiency of instructional materials, please use the Williams
Uniform Complaint Procedure complaint form.

Date: Today’s date is 1/27/2024, but the first time I formally requested the materials was on
12/9/2023. 1 have made subsequent written requests since then.

Name of person filing complaint: Sam Kasle

Anonymous complaints will not be accepted (this is anything but anonymous).
Group.represented.(if any): Kasle Family and to some extent Jews and anyone who
believes that the truth, as best we can manage, should be taught in schools in an
unbiased manner; supporters of our civil rights. My daughter, -, was in the class

when the false and objectionable material was presented.
Phone_ texts preferred, but you can also call of course.
E-mail address, if any: _

address: |

Material Being Challenged: The entirety of the multi-media materials and oral lessons
Greg Gruszynski developed, curated, self-approved and presented to his 10th grade
World History class in the fall of 2023 relating to Judaism, Christianity, Islam, the

history of the Middle East and the current Hamas-Israeli war.

Title: Multiple and unknown

Author: Mostly unknown despite my repeated requests of and refusals by the teacher, Greg
Gruszynski, who gathered and provided the objectionable material to his students, including
my daughter. Both Mr. Gruszynski and the Woodside administration refused to provide the
multimedia classroom materials and the sources for that material, including the oral teaching
and discussion led by this teacher.

Publisher: Greg W, et al.
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Date of Edition: Greg claims to have been doing this for 20 years (quote from recent school
board meeting)... that’s a lot of misinformation - assuming just one class a year, with 30
students, likely 600-1000 students have been exposed to this type of miseducation. The
number is likely much higher as Greg teaches multiple classes and shares the material with
other teachers. The true number could be easily and well north of 5,000 students and faculty.

Name of school/classroom material was used: another question that has been left unanswered
by Mr. Gruszynski and the Woodside High School administration - I only have direct
knowledge of the materials my daughter brought home and her recollections and descriptions
of what was presented in school - but based on email exchanges this curriculum is being used
by other teachers. Greg’s class was World History 10th grade.

1. Please specifically state the nature of your concern or objection and identify your
objection by page, tape sequence, video frame, or words, as appropriate. You may use
additional pages if necessary.

Providing a detailed list of the inaccuracies is an abusive request and misunderstands or
misrepresents the severity of the situation. For one, there are errors of OMISSION.
Secondly, the materials contain AHISTORICAL, factually inaccurate material. There are
errors of SCOPE as the lessons relate to the relevant state guidelines, there are errors of
BIAS as revealed in the materials which I have from my daughter and which she directly
experienced, as well as did the entire class of students. There were errors in APPROVAL &
OVERSIGHT, and then of course there are the errors that this question specifically points to,
but these are mere signposts of the outrageously flawed and biased material presented, not in
and of themselves the core issue. In essence, if these factual inaccuracies were remedied,
the material would still be defunct, the process uncorrected, and the behavior or the teacher
and the administration unresolved:

Examples One through Five:

Vocab matching test.

Term: “Palestine”

Greg’s answer: “The name given to the Arab lands that include the holy land. The United
Nations established this land as a country in 1947. All of these lands are currently occupied
by Israel.”

#1 ‘Arab Lands’ - historically loose at best and negates Jews as an indigenous people to
Isracl whose presence in the region is 3300 years old. Use of this term appears to be a way
of associating the Palestinians to the land, despite the appearance of a people who began to
be known as Palestinians did not appear for several thousand years after Jews inhabited the
land, as revealed through archeology, history and literature. The effort to create the
impression, that the Jews are usurpers and the Palestinians are the indigenous people in the
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region was one of the underlying themes throughout the time Mr. Gruszynski taught this
lesson, which is an affront both to me, my family and my people, but to history.

#2 UN est. as a country - Palestine is a UN recognized Observer, but so are NGOs;
Palestine is not now and has never been a country or a separate sovereign entity. It was the
term used to refer to the region in the Middle East following the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire. In November, 2012 the UN granted Palestine non-member observer status.

#4 currently occupied by Israel - Article 42 of the Hague Regulations of 1907, states
“Territory is considered occupied when it is actually placed under the authority of a hostile
army.” Whoa... this negates Israel as a sovereign country; its rewrites the history (including
the Six-Day War) from a defensive action to an offensive action; continues the libel of
“IOF”, where anti-Israeli propagandists call the Israeli Defense Force, the Israeli Occupation
Force. Please google “denialism” as a common tactic of anti-semites - from Holocaust
denial to Oct 7th denial, to the denial that Jesus was a Jew. And I want to say clearly, the
denialism throughout the material and how it was taught is/was problematic.

#5 These “facts” were tested. A teacher tests material that is core to the section that needs to
be remembered - “if you remember just one thing from my class...” This demonstrated
FOCUSED INTENT as Greg curated or created these materials without reference to
recognized historical documents or sources and then used the material he selected—with
great bias aforethought—which was then the basis upon which he graded his exams and
quizzes.

Throughout my repeated requests for the material used in this class I have repeatedly been
told that we have received “75%” of the material in Greg’s possession for my daughter’s
10th Grade World History class. But the material we do have is replete with omissions,
inaccuracies and bias.

Example 6 & 7:

“Introduction About Christianity” handout

First page, second paragraph, third sentence.

“During his life he [Jesus] traveled around northern Palestine...”

#6 The land at the time was known as Judea - OMISSION & INACCURACY

#7 Palestine was not a written word, a historical word until at least 70 AD. After Jesus’
death. Just as the Native Americans didn’t walk around what they called New York or
California in the 1300’s. Dangerous reimagining of our collective past.

2. Did you read/view the entire selection? I have, and my friends & family have, and a scholar
on the subject has multiple times.
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3. For what age group would you recommend this material? None. I would not recommend
ingesting arsenic to any age group.

4. If not, what percentage did you read/view, or what parts? 100% of the material provided; not
all materials have been provided even after many many written and direct requests to
Woodside administration and Greg.

5. What do you feel might be the result if a student reads/views this
material? Basic misunderstanding of recorded history and most
insidiously anti-semitic beliefs and views.

6. What would you like the school to do about this material?

___Do not assign it to my child

_YES_Withdraw it from all students and faculty immediately until resolved - this
request was made nearly two months ago. Alert the parents and students and faculty
impacted by this material. Then let’s find a path forward to remediate the damage done,
to improve the approval and oversight process, and to limit Greg’s ability to inflict harm
in the future (intent is sometimes not relevant). I must make clear that not only was my
daughter—the only Jewish student in the class—harmed by the teacher’s insistence on
teaching high school students false and dangerously biased material, but every other
student was also harmed by the infliction of antisemitic material presented as truth and
so contributing to their development of an antipathy towards Jews and the Jewish state.

__Reconsider it

There is nothing inherently wrong with teaching Middle-Eastern history or bringing in current
events to show how history is being made today and how the past impacts our present. I’'m
taking a hard line when students are taught in the biased manner Greg has demonstrated
(hanging a “Free Palestine” poster in his classroom, wearing Pro-Palestinian t-shirt while
teaaching... how do you spell “blatant”?), how the material was created and self approved, the
lack of oversight by administration, the lack of response by administration, the scope of the
material (6-7 sessions were focused on this section which means the students had reduced
access to state mandated material), and the repeated refusal by both the teacher and the
teacher’s supervisors to provide me with the material I did not yet have or any of the sources
for the material that was used in class despite my repeated requests.

Signature of complainant

For District Use:
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Request received by:

Date: Title:

Action taken: Date:
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EXHIBIT 7
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M Gmall sam Kasle || NG

Re: Findings Letter

1 message

Sam Kasle Thu, Mar 7, 2024 at 2:08 PM
To: Charles Velschow
Cc: andrea kasle

Thanks Chuck. This appears to deal with the second complaint, what's the timing on the first?

Sam

On Mar 7, 2024, at 1:00 PM, Charles Velschow_ wrote:

Sam and Andrea -

Attached is the findings letter regarding your complaint against Greg
Gruszynski, along with the BP/ARs 1312.1. A hard copy will be mailed to your
home address today.

This concludes the school's role in this complaint - any appeal process will go
through the superintendent's office.

Chuck Velschow (him/he/el)
Administrative Vice Principal
(Last names 'A-L")

(650) 367-9750 x40030

<Regulation 1312.1 Complaints Concerning District Employees.pdf>
<Findings Letter Kasle Complaint 3-7-24.pdf>

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=f46a07d477 & view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1792902675167449556%7Cmsg-t:179290694324408 1835 &simpl=msg-... 1/1
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o . BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Woodside High School e
g Richard Ginn
Amy Koo
Sathvik Nori
199 CHURCHILL AVENUE (650) 367-9750 Shawneece Stevenson
WOODSIDE, CA 94062-1152
Karen van Putten, Principal ggiiﬂﬁmlsm
March 5, 2024
Sam and Andrea Kasle

Re: Investigation Findings
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Kasle:

Woodside High School (*School”) has completed its investigation into the Uniform Complaint
Process written complaint that your family, (“Complainant™) filed with Woodside High School
on February 15, 2024 (‘Complaint against faculty”). The Complaint brought concerns that a
teacher, Greg Gruszynski (“Respondent™), was biased and discriminatory in his teachings on the
Middle East, specifically related to Israel and the current conflict between Israel and Hamas.
Ultimately the lessons and instructional materials had a detrimental impact on your daughter,

asle. in the classroom. Prior to the complaint filed on February 15th, Sam Kasle
completed a ‘Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials’ pertaining to the lessons
and materials being used in Greg Gruszynski’s class. The ‘Findings’ will address some of the
concerns brought in the reconsideration of materials request, but not all of them. The entire
Sequoia Union High School District has received a request for public records through a separate
complaint. Teachers must provide all teaching materials to District counsel containing the terms
“*Zionism, Zionists, Israel, Israelis, Palestine, and/or Palestinians" that have been used in their
classroom from September 1, 2023, to the present. That issue will be handled through the
Superintendent's Office.

The Complaint was investigated by Chuck Velschow, Administrative Vice-Principal, under
District Board Policy (“BP”) and Administrative Regulation (“AR™) 1312.1 (Complaint of
School Employee). Copies of BP/AR 1312.1 are enclosed for your reference.

As part of the investigation, Mr. Velschow interviewed six student witnesses and one staff
member. Further, corroborating evidence and, where necessary, witness credibility was also
considered. Relevant evidence was evaluated under a preponderance of the evidence standard in
order to determine whether, based on the totality of the evidence, there was sufficient evidence to
sustain the allegations. “Preponderance of the evidence” means that the evidence on one side
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outweighs, or is more than, the evidence on the other side. Following a thorough analysis of the
evidence, findings of fact and conclusions of law were made, as are set forth below.

Findings of Fact
At the conclusion of the investigation, the following factual findings were made:
Substantiated in Part

After the Israeli invasion of the Gaza Strip, Mr. Gruszynski's World History class discussed the
invasion as part of its current events component of the class (on or around October 31, 2023).
This discussion was largely dominated by a conversation between Mr. Gruszynski
(“Respondent™) and -“Complainant”). The conversation between Mr. Gruszynski and [}
was very civil, but student witnesses reported that Mr. Gruszynski was “pro-Palestinian” and the
student “pro-Israel”, and Mr. Gruszynski’s position was further buttressed by a ‘Free-Palestine’
bumper sticker on his wall, which student witnesses noticed or was possibly referenced by Mr.
Gruszynski. The full context of the bumper sticker was not explained by Mr. Gruszynski, it was
distributed at a fundraiser he had participated in for the organization called the Middle East
Children’s Alliance (MECA). This discussion between teacher and student went on for
approximately 10 minutes, during the discussion [Jjjjj challenged Mr. Gruszynski on many of
his assertions, for example (possibly in response to the number of Palestinian deaths being
reported), -stated, “who attacked first?” Mr. Gruszynski reported that he allowed the
discussion to go on longer than normal because he wanted -to provide her perspective. Mr.
Gruszynski was very impressed with JJfJand complimented her individually (not in front of the
class) for both her knowledge of the topic and her strong articulation.

After this initial current events conversation, the class continued with its unit on Latin America
and began a unit on the Middle East in mid-November. During the unit on the Middle East, Mr.
Gruszynski brought forth classroom materials that provided a historical perspective on the
Palestine-Israel Conflict, current topics related to the conflict in Gaza and its repercussions in the
US (ex: resignations of college presidents), and readings on violence against Jews and
Palestinians in the US, along with videos. Much of this material comes from the organization
‘Democracy Now'; the “Complainant” alleges this material and the organization are
“anti-Israel”, Mr. Gruszynski stated they are a legitimate source because they do not allow any
corporate funding. Mr. Gruszynski stated that it is not the teacher’s role to support a country's
foreign policy in any case. He further defined a teacher’s obligation to present factual material,
even if that includes counter-narrative material.

During Mr. Gruszynskis's unit on the Middle East student witnesses reported that-was
never discriminated against or called out in front of the class as being wrong. However, -
told a classmate that she did not want to attend class or deal with Mr. Gruszynski because the
classroom materials and topics related to Israel and Gaza were making her feel uncomfortable.
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Mr.Gruszynski did not get this sense from- In a few instances during the unit on the
Middle East -positively participated and always seemed comfortable to raise her hand and
express an opinion. She brought up the issue that Israel was “not an apartheid state™, and
challenged the definition of *checkpoints’ being presented in class. Mr. Gruszynski stated that he
felt the relationship between him and -Was a positive one. Near the end of the semester

asked Mr. Gruszynski if he was going to miss having her in class (she had found out her
transfer to Sequoia had been approved), and he responded in the affirmative that he was
disappointed she would no longer be a *Wildcat’. He did not get any sense that the-had felt
“browbeaten™. The initial concern by the “Complainant” (specifically the father - Sam Kasle)
was brought in an email the weekend of December 9th, 2023 to AVP Velschow. At that time the
“Complainant” did not want Mr. Gruszynski to know his identity. Almost two weeks later the
“Complainant™ expressed a willingness to meet with Mr. Gruszynski, but the semester was
nearly over, attempts for the two sides to meet in January disintegrated during email exchanges
in which Mr. Gruszynski described the “Complainant™ as becoming increasingly hostile.

Conclusion

The Respondent's actions were addressed with the school administration in accordance with
District policies and procedures. Due to the laws pertaining to personnel files, additional
information cannot be shared.

Parties should consider and accept the School’s decision as final. However. you have the right
to address the Superintendent or designee regarding the complaint. See the enclosed BP/AR
for more information about this process.

Sincerely,

Ll

Chuck Velschow
Administrative Vice-Principal (*A-L’)

Woodside High School
!!!!-!!7-9750. ext: 40030
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EXHIBIT 8
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1.8 Dominant and
Counter Narrative

Unit 1 - Ethnic Studies and Narrative
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1.8 Warm Up

Turn and talk with your table group about the following questions. Be prepared to
share with the whole class

What is one thing you heard in the news this week?

One thing | heard in the news this week was ...

What was a rose (highlight), bud (something you are looking forward to), and thorn
(challenge) of this week?

This week my rose was when ________ , something I'm looking forward to is —______ ,
and a thorn wouldbe _________.
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1.8 Agenda

e Warm up / welcome / agenda / announcements

e Narrative definition

e Connect dominant and counter narratives to current events in
Israel and Palestine

e EXit Ticket

Objective: Define narrative, dominant narrative, and counter

narrative to help us describe the ongoing conflict in Israel and
Palestine.




WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT NARRATIVES AND

COUNTER-NARRATIVES?
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Definition: A story
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DoMINANT NARRATIVE

Definition: an explanation or story that is told to
benefit the dominant social group’s interests and
ideologies

Example: Pocahontas was a youn
woman who fell in love with an” English
explorer, John Smith.
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CoUNTER NARRATIVE

Definition: an explanation or story that is often
untold or misrepresented

Example: Pocahontas (Matoaka) was an
11 %{ear-qld girl who was forced into a
relationship with 28 year-old John Rolfe.
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Name:
Period:

2.8: Israel and Palestine

Lesson Question:

Do

U.S. History

Warmup: What do you know about Israel and Palestine?

Notes:

1. On October 7, 2023, people from a group from

named

attacked
2. They killed people and injured
3. Hamas attacked and also

4. Civilians are

in Israel.

5. Israel declared a . on Oct. 7th, 2023.
6. Israel and Palestine have been in conflict since

7. Israel is a country

The United Nations says

8. of the population in Palestine are children.

9. People of
death and injury than people in

have experienced more

The Human Cost Of The
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

statista%

cume]
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Lesson question:

»

What is happening in Israel and
Palestine and what are the
dominant and counter

narratives?

.y

-~
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Content Warning:

Today we will talk about war
and violence. Some people
have experience war and
violence so maybe this
lesson will be hard for you. If
you need a break let us
know. If you want to talk to a
counselor let us know.

Take care of yourself.
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Name: U.S. History
Period:

2.8: Israel and Palestine

Lesson Question:

Warmup: What do you know about Israel and Palestine? =

Notes:

1. On October 7, 2023, people from a group from named

attacked __
2. They kille
3. Hamas a
4. Civilians
5. Israel de
6. Israel an(

7. Israel is ¢

The United Nations says g Ve
71,555 N | 130

15,620 I < |133
8. of the population in Palestine are children. 278 W |81

9. People of have experienced more 0 statista¥a
death and injury than people in
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Warmup:

What do you know about Israel
and Palestine?

v



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXksHaFlfXQ
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Notes:

1. On October 7, 2023, people|

from a group from Gaza,
Palestine namedHamas
attacked Israel.

2. They killed 1,300 people and
injured 3,227 in Israel.

3. Hamas attacked soldiers
and also civilians.

4. Civilians are nhormal people
(not soliders or police)

5. lIsrael declared a war on Oct.
/th, 2023.
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Notes:

6. Israel and Palestine have been
in conflict since 1947.

/. Israel is a country created on
Palestinian land. The United

Nations says this is illegal.
8. 52% of the population in

Palestine are children.
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The Human Cost Of The Which side has
I Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Israeli & Palestinian deaths/injuries documented by the UN

experienced more

Palestinian € & Israeli

= | |death and injury?

2010|185

Total deaths from
2008 to 2020

€ 5,590

Z 251

7,460

2011|136
2012 | 578 .
s 157 9. People of Palestine have

e experienced more death and

e 222 injury than people in Israel.

2017 | 174
2018 (130
2019|133

31,558

2020 |61

Source: United Nations

@®6 statista %a
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1-8 Filed 11/15/24 Page 16 of 75

" Before 1947:

t ¢ & Christian, |§
Muslim, and

'i & Jewish people

lived In
Palestine.
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« 1939-1945

- == During World War 2,
""""" — Nazis killed Jewish
people in Germany
because of their

¥ § religion. This is

86 called the Holocaust.
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1947 - Creation of Israel

Europe felt bad that Jewish
people suffered so much
and wanted to give them a
safe home. They took land
from Palestine to create the
country of Israel for Jewish
people.
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1947

Jewish people from across
the world moved to Israel.

JEWISH IMMICGRATION

TO THE STATE QF ISRAEL
1648—-1¢50

0 400
—_

Approximate number of Jewish
Immigrants to Israel each year

1948 120,000
1949 240,000

1950 170,000

110 000

v S DEW
- JBALYIC COUNTRIES SOVIET UNION
AN ed by 1t'h°eo§ovlet Union) 6,000
¥ ? POLAND
V
nom *

3,000 from ‘ ¥
uonm & G YUGOSI.
Sou 7, oo
AMERICA 1o 00
TURKEY
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. / ‘

MORROCCO
% 10,000

ALGERIA
7,000
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1947 -

Nakba

“Nakba” is the name
for the day that
Muslim and Christian
people of Palestine

were
their

Peop

Israel.

forced to leave
nome so Jewish
e could move to
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Over time, there
were many wars
and Israel took
more land.
Today, many
countries do not
recognize
Palestine as a
country.

o)

§




“""Life in'Palestine Today

There are walls around the city of
Gaza. The Human Rights Watch says
it is “an open air prison”. Israel
controls the water and electricity of
Gaza.




" Different Opinions

A 5=

Some people support Some people support
Israel because itis a Palestine because the
safe home for Jewish and was originally their
people after they and, and now they are
were oppressed for neing oppressed by the
many years. sraeli government.
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Summarize!
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Before 1947: £
i~

Christian, |
Muslim, and
Jewish people
lived in
Palestine.

1947

Jewish people from across
the world moved to Israel.

Life in Palestine Today
There are walls around the city of
Gaza. The Human Rights Watch says
it is “an open air prison”. Israel
controls the water and electricity of
Gaza.

Israel & Palestine
1939-1945
i During World War 2,

Notes:

5 people in Germany
because of their

¥ religion. This is
called the Holocaust.

1947 - Nakba

¥ “Nakba” is the name
for the day that

it (c Muslim and Christian

(-] @  People of Palestine
were forced to leave

w their home so Jewish
people could move to
Israel.

Different Opinions

K e
Some people support
Israel because it is a
safe home for Jewish
people after they
were oppressed for
many years.

Some people suppo
Palestine because t
land was originally tl ir
land, and now they ¢
being oppressed by e
Israeli government.

1947 - Creation of Israel

Europe felt bad that Jewish
people suffered so much
and wanted to give them a
safe home. They took land
from Palestine to create the
country of Israel for Jewish
people.

Over time, there
were many wars
and Israel took

Today, many
countries do not
recognize
Palestine as a
country.

[
Jam

Write a summary in your own words about what has been
happening in Israel and Palestine

more land. ‘

In your own words,
write a summary of
what happened.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laDO_k8UmYI
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Dominant Narrative

Definition: The story that is told by
people in power (such as men, white
people, rich people)

Definicidn: La historia que cuentan las personas en el
poder (como hombres, blancos, ricos).

Tanim: iktidardaki kisilerin (erkekler, beyazlar, zenginler
gibi) anlattigi hikaye.

EX -HENBHABIIIBA. BA.EAN) RS SE
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Counter Narrative

Definition: The story that is told by ‘
people with less power (such as women,

people of color, poor people)

Definicion: La historia contada por personas con menos
poder (como mujeres, personas de color, personas
pobres).

Tanim: Daha az guce sahip insanlar (kadinlar, farkl
irklardan insanlar, fakir insanlar gibi) tarafindan anlatilan
hikaye.

EX :BHRAB/NIAN (BN E, BEAM. 5A) #Hda
ME




Dominant or
Counter
Narrative?




Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-8 Filed 11/15/24 Page 29 of 75

Statement from Joe Biden, U.S. President



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHHsyioFHm8

La brutalidad de Hamas, 388 HeC¥ ifGHd rePgevarmié-geof iled
los peores ataques de ISIS. Esto es terrorismo. Pero,
lamentablemente, para el pueblo judio esto no es nuevo. Este
ataque saca a la superficie los dolorosos recuerdos de las
cicatrices dejadas por milenios de antisemitismo y genocidio
para el pueblo judio. Estamos con Israel. Estamos con Israel.
Nos aseguraremos de que Israel tenga lo que necesita para
cuidar de sus ciudadanos, defenderse y responder a este
ataque.

Hamas'in vahseti, kana susamishdi ISID'in en koti saldirilarini
akla getiriyor. Bu terorizmdir. Ama ne yazik ki Yahudi halki igin
bu yeni degil. Bu saldiri, Yahudi halki Gzerinde bin yillik
antisemitizmin ve soykirimin biraktigi yara izlerini, aci dolu
anilari giin yiiziine ¢ikariyor. israil'in yanindayiz. israil'in
yanindayiz. israil'in vatandaslarinin kendisini savunmasi ve bu
saldiriya yanit vermesi igin ihtiya¢ duydugu her seye sahip
olmasini saglayacagdiz.

Ie S HTEI R RS i =E&"BHRT. XERME
X, {BRIZERE, S(‘I:Fﬁ:jt)kikﬁi XFFHEE, XREZLEEAMES
BOIRIZF HKE, 1T FERRMARE RN LG ARAANBE TH
e, BANSLUBIEE—E, BI5UBINGE—E, HiTFRE
LESRARMEAR, RE B SNt RELSRFHN—,

11/15/24
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Narrative #1

a. Who created this narrative? / ; Quién creo esta
narrativa? / #8138 T XM UA?

President Joe
'Biden

e —t
A f OCTOBER 10
‘ b. Is the person who created this narrative a

= o} person with power and/or privilege? Yes or no?

A k (ex: white people, men, rich people) / ;La persona
que cred esta narrativa es una persona con poder y/o
privilegio? Si or no? (ej: gente blanca, hombres, gente
rica) / Bu anlatiyi yaratan kisi glice ve/veya ayricaliga
sahip bir kigi midir? Evet veya hayir? (6rek: beyaz
insanlar, erkekler, zengin insanlar /83& X MURAIA R —
MAEROHEFNOAL? 2BER2T2? (BlW: B
AL Bt BA

Circle:

No

c. Is this a dominant narrative or a counter
narrative?

_Dominant—___

ize with 1-2

d. What is the message of this narrative?
this narrative is trying to say that

(La persona que cre¢ esta narrativa esta tratando de decir que
ozetleyin. (Bu anlatiyr yaratan )kisi sunu soylemeye caligiyor

ERX IR AL EIR,

(The person who created
/ ¢Cuadl es el mensaje de esta narracion? Resuma con 1-2 oraciones.
) / Bu anlatinin mesaji nedir? 1-2 climleyle

) EDRANEBRMLA? A1-26E0E. (8

—_they would support Israel.

e. If people only heard this narrative and no other narrative, which side would they support? / Sila
gente sélo gscuchara esta narrativa y ninguna otra, ;a qué lado apoyarian? Eger insanlar sadece bu anlatiyi duysaydi
ve bagka bir anlatiyl duymasaydi hangi tarafi desteklerlerdi? / S0 ARITELX AR A HARAUR, thiiIR3ZHMW
—in?

—If people only heard this narrative,-




|
:
j



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_6GMzVl6L0

Case 3:24-cv-08015
Hemos comenzado y subrayo que

apenas hemos comenzado a atacar a
Hamas. Las imagenes de la
devastacion y destruccion de los
bastiones de Hamas en Gaza son sélo
el comienzo. Hemos eliminado a
muchos cientos de terroristas y no
nos detendremos ahi.

Hamas'a saldirmaya basladik ve
vurguluyorum ki, Hamas'a saldirmaya
daha yeni basladik. Gazze'deki Hamas
kalelerinden gelen yikim ve yikim
goruntuleri sadece baslangig. Yuzlerce
teroristi ortadan kaldirdik, bununla da
kalmayacagiz.

HEMEZFE T, FmiFHAF NINIFFIE
e DT &, AN RE DETRE R BORK
FHEFHIRR XNE— T Fia, EINE
ZHRTHBERDWHDF, 15—’&'1|]7I'Kﬁ')|:
1201 k2 78
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Narrative #2|

Page 32 of 75

a. Who created this narrative? / ;Quién cre6 esta
narrativa? / #80i& 7 X EUA?

person with power ana/or privilege? Yes or no?
(ex: white people, men, rich people) / ;La persona
que cred esta narrativa es una persona con poder y/o
privilegio? Si or no? (ej: gente blanca, hombres, gente
rica) / Bu anlatiyi yaratan kisi glice ve/veya ayricaliga
sahip bir kigi midir? Evet veya hayir? (6rek: beyaz
insanlar, erkekler, zengin insanlar /8% X MURA A 2 —
MABRAHTEFIROAL? 2E2F2? (Fi: A
2. BA

BEGINNING’ @ /" No

c. Is this a dominant narrative or a counter
narrative?

Dominant

d. What is the message of this narrative? ize with 1-2 (The person who created
this narrative is trying to say that )
(La persona que cre6 esta narrativa esta tratando de decir que ) / Bu anlatinin mesaji nedir? 1-2 cimleyle
ozetleyin. (Bu anlatiyi yaratan kisi sunu sdylemeye galisiyor ) ETEAEBRA? B1-26FHE. (8l
EEXTFROAE )

/ ¢Cudl es el mensaje de esta narracién? Resuma con 1-2 oraciones.

e. If people only heard this narrative and no other narrative, which side would they support? / Sila
gente solo gscuchara esta narratlva y ninguna otra, ;a qué lado apoyarian? Eger insanlar sadece bu anlatiy1 duysayd:
ve bagka bir anlatiyr duy di hangi tarafi lerdi? / IR AR ﬂﬁ"ﬂ)z/‘ﬂhﬁﬁﬁ SRAHMIUA, IR0

—ih?

If people only heard this narrative,——
they would support Israel.

Israeli Prime Minister
-.Benjamin Netanyahu

Think:
According to
him, what kind
of people are
they killing?
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1.9 Dominant and
Counter Narrative

Unit 1 - Ethnic Studies and Narrative
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1.9 Warm Up

Turn and talk with your table group about the following questions. Be prepared to
share with the whole class

1. Introduce yourself to your new table mates. Make sure you all know each other’s
names!

My name is...

2. What is your favorite food?

My favorite food is...
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1.9 Agenda

e Warm up / welcome / agenda / announcements

e Connect dominant and counter narratives to current events in
Israel and Palestine

e EXit Ticket - turn in white packet

Objective: Define narrative, dominant narrative, and counter

narrative to help us describe the ongoing conflict in Israel and
Palestine.
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News video

AIRSTRIKES
KILL

PALESTINIA
CHILDREN"



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8O35Q4Z12KE

Case 3:24-cv-08015

Narrative #3

Do

a. Whose stories are being shared? / ;De quién son
las historias que se comparten? / Kimin hikayeleri
paylagiliyor? / R B IEERDZ?

_Palestinians._

b. Are the people telling their stories people with
power and privilege? Yes or no? (ex: white
people, men, rich people) / ;Las personas que
cuentan sus historias son personas con poder y
privilegios? ¢Si 0 no? (ej: gente blanca, hombres, gente
rica)) / Insanlar hikayelerini giiglii ve ayricalikli insanlar mi
anlatiyor? Evet veya hayir? (6rnek: beyaz insanlar,
erkekler, zengin insanlar) / RSB AN IS
MAZ? BERFR? (FI0: BA. B BA)

Circle:

Yes /

c. Is this a dominant narrative or a counter
narrative?

-counter——

d. What is the message of this narrative? S ize with 1-2 (The person who created
this narrative is trying to say that ) / ¢ Cuél es el mensaje de esta narracién? Resuma con 1-2 oraciones.
(La persona que cre6 esta narrativa esta tratando de decir que ) / Bu anlatinin mesaji nedir? 1-2 cimleyle
oSzetleyin. (Bu anlatiyi yaratan kisi sunu sdylemeye caligiyor ) BTRANEE R A? B1-2038E. (8
IEX P RURE A 5L, )

e. If people only heard this narrative and no other narrative, which side would they support? / Sila

gente sdlo escuchara esta narrativa y ninguna otra, ¢ a qué lado apoyarian? Eger insanlar sadece bu anlatiyr duysaydi

ve baska bir anlatiy1 duy hangi tarafi i? I IRANRFEX AT RA HAFR, R
n?

‘If people only heard this narrative,
~-they would support Palestine

cument 1-8

Filed 11/15/24

Page 40 of 75
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Social media video



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tBIxvPxiIpkKKcRvm5q8ZKIqbxOiHWVG/preview
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Narrative #4

a. Whose stories are being shared? / ;De quién son
las historias que se comparten? / Kimin hikayeleri

TRTWERLD paylagiliyor? / A H ETERD Z?

Palestinians__

b. Are the people telling their stories people with
power and privilege? Yes or no? (ex: white
people, men, rich people) / ;Las personas que
cuentan sus historias son personas con poder y
privilegios? ¢Si 0 no? (ej: gente blanca, hombres, gente
rica)) / Insanlar hikayelerini giiglii ve ayricalikli insanlar mi
anlatiyor? Evet veya hayir? (6rnek: beyaz insanlar,
erkekler, zengin insanlar) / A EN AR B A RN
MAR? BEEFRE? (Fil: BA. B EA)

Circle:

Yes /

Where willwe go?
Help'us, people! narrative?

_counter____

c. Is this a dominant narrative or a counter

d. What is the message of this narrative? Summarize with 1-2 sentences. (The person who created
this narrative is trying to say that ) / ¢ Cudl es el mensaje de esta narracién? Resuma con 1-2 oraciones.

(La persona que cre6 esta narrativa esta tratando de decir que ) / Bu anlatinin mesaji nedir? 1-2 ciimleyle
ozetleyin. (Bu anlatiy yaratan kisi sunu sdylemeye galigiyor ) ZTFRRHE B R A? B1-26138E, (8l
EXTRGRAI A ER )

e. If people only heard this narrative and no other narrative, which side would they support? / Sila
gente sdlo escuchara esta narrativa y ninguna otra, ¢a qué lado apoyarian? Eger insanlar sadece bu anlatiyi duysaydi
ve bagka bir anlatiy: hangi tarafi ferdi? / R AMNKRWELXNFORTRAE HALFR, IR ZIMW

jlf people only heard this narrative,
_they would support Palestine
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You will read news
articles and analyze
whose narratives are
being shared.

Research:




EXAMPLE Case 3:24-cv-08015 Documenﬁs—l;ﬂed—l—l-&%ﬂ,—lgag@ﬁ—of—?s—

< ( @& apnews.com/| clefisrael-palestinians-gaza-hamas-war-781b3c63af4ae6e51c313a68f314e66d G @M |

@) Facebook .~ ., _intocCanvas [& Clever|Homeroom @ Tone Marks |Vietn.. [E5 ASAM121 [ Crafts 5 News [E5 Dog Trainif]

. WORLD POLITICS VIDEO SPOTLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS BUSINESS SCIENCE FACTCHECK CLI

Israel-Hamas war  Bills’ Damien Harrisinjury ~ Rite Aid bankruptcy ~ Suzanne Somers dies  $1.4 milli

Humanitarian aid is stuck at Gaza-
Egypt border as Israeli siege strains
hospitals

Hospitals in Gaza are expected to run out of generator fuel in the next 24 hours,
endangering the lives of thousands of patients, according to the U.N. Gaza's sole power
plant shut down for lack of fuel after Israel completely sealed off the 40-kilometer (25-
mile) long territory following the Hamas attack.

The World Health Organization said hospitals are “overflowing” as people seek safety.
“We are concerned about disease outbreaks due to mass displacement and poor water
and sanitation,” it said. Four hospitals in northern Gaza are no longer functioning and
21 have received Israeli orders to evacuate. Doctors have refused, saying it would mean
death for critically ill patients and newborns on ventilators.

The WHO said water shortages caused by Israel’s decision to cut off water supplies,
combined with a lack of fuel for pumps and desalination stations, put thousands of
hospital patients at risk.

| 1. Name of website:

‘ 2. Title of Article: __

AP News

Humanitarian aid is stuck at Gaza-Egypt
—Border as Israeli Siege Strains Hospitals_|

3a. Name of person 3b. Description of person | 3c. Does this person 3d. Why did you choose
interviewed: interviewed: have power and that answer for 3¢?
privilege? T h e
World Health|A group for |circe: ~organization
Organization|public health|Yes / e i@tswe) | “has power
but less™ |
3e. Summary of what the person is saying: p ower th an
—They are saying the war will the
|—cause disease and death. government
4a. Name of person 4b. Description of person | 4c. Does this person 4d. Why did you choose
interviewed: interviewed: have power and that answer for 4c?
privilege?
Circle:

Yes / No / notsure

4e. Summary of what the person is saying:

5. Does this news article show one narrative or multiple narratives?
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Q. news about israel and palestine inte rViGW X

1. Search “News about
Go gle Israel and Palestine
interview” on Google.

Pick any article. The

article must include

quotes from at least
two different people.

3. Answer the questions
on your paper.

D)
N

(=

Submit the white
packet as your exit
ticket!!!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nipO4XWtHaw
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.10 Warm Up

Turn and talk with your table group about the following questions. Be prepared to
share with the whole class

What's your favorite thing about winter?

What is your favorite class so far?
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.10 Agenda

e Warm up / welcome / agenda / announcements
e Start Timeline to Ethnic Studies
e EXit Ticket - turn in white packet

Objective: Create a timeline to help us understand how Ethnic
Studies became a class at our school.
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Counselors coming today

Expectations:

- Show them your respect and attention
- Electronics away
- One mic




se 3:24-cv-08015 (@oc

imeline Work
Time
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Exit Ticket

® Collect your timeline cards with a paperclip /
put them in an envelope

® Clean up the area around your desks
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I.1I1 Warm Up

Turn and talk with your table group about the following questions. Be prepared to
share with the whole class

What is one thing you heard in the news this week?

One thing | heard in the news this week was ...

What was a rose (highlight), bud (something you are looking forward to), and thorn
(challenge) of this week?

This week my rose was when ________ , something I'm looking forward to is —______ ,
and a thorn wouldbe _________.
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.1l Agenda

Warm up / welcome / agenda / anhouncements
Finish Timeline to Ethnic Studies

Backfire Effect Notes

Exit Ticket — turn in pink packet

Objective: Create a timeline to help us understand how Ethnic
Studies became a class at our school.

Define backfire effect to prepare us for difficult conversations in
Ethnic Studies.




D15 (@oc - 15/24

COUNTDOWN 3§

imeline Work
Time

your answers with another group to complete the final
Answer the reflection questions



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMFN2y_9-5M
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What is the Backfire Effect and how can we combat it in
society (and this course)?






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTKzQp4pCKY

24 Page 62 of 75

WHAT WAS THE DOMINANT NARRATIVE THAT THE KIDS KNEW?
WHAT WAS THE COUNTER-NARRATIVE?
How DID STUDENTS REACT TO THE COUNTER-NARRATIVE (ﬁNDING

OUT SANTA ISN'T REAL)




Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-8 Filed 11/15/24 Page 63 of 75

You will be reflecting on how you feel about each of the facts below
using an emotional barometer. A 1 on the barometer means the
statement had no effect on your emotions, a 3 means the
statement had little effect on you, and a 5 means your emotions are
off the chains.

No Effect (1) Somewhat (3) WOW! (5)

e)

=~ ~ =~
]
- L)

5



WHAT HAVE YOU HEARD

ABOUT ...

THE LENGTH OF THE LIFE OF
A HOUSE FLY?


http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDQ5NDE0NTk5NDA0NzI5MjE4MjIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFkVnJsS01vNnNTOGt6eFJIS29zb201V1lwdFhFcjNDYk5ub0dfb3FxUFVNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc2ZDU0OTE1NDFlXzJfMCIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMWRWcmxLTW82c1M4a3p4UkhLb3NvbTVXWXB0WEVyM0NiTm5vR19vcXFQVU0vNWI2ZGVmNGYtYTgzYy00MDc2LTkxYmMtNzMxYzc2NjkxODMyIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier

Case 3:24-cv-08015




5/24 Page 66 of 75 I

WHAT HAVE YOU HEARD
ABOUT ...

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE'S
HEIGHT?



http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDQ5NDE0NTk5NDA0NzI5MjE4MjIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFkVnJsS01vNnNTOGt6eFJIS29zb201V1lwdFhFcjNDYk5ub0dfb3FxUFVNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc2ZDU0OTE1NDFlXzJfMCIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMWRWcmxLTW82c1M4a3p4UkhLb3NvbTVXWXB0WEVyM0NiTm5vR19vcXFQVU0vNWI2ZGVmNGYtYTgzYy00MDc2LTkxYmMtNzMxYzc2NjkxODMyIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
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WHAT HAVE YOU HEARD
ABOUT ...

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S
TEETH?


http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDQ5NDE0NTk5NDA0NzI5MjE4MjIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFkVnJsS01vNnNTOGt6eFJIS29zb201V1lwdFhFcjNDYk5ub0dfb3FxUFVNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc2ZDU0OTE1NDFlXzJfMCIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMWRWcmxLTW82c1M4a3p4UkhLb3NvbTVXWXB0WEVyM0NiTm5vR19vcXFQVU0vNWI2ZGVmNGYtYTgzYy00MDc2LTkxYmMtNzMxYzc2NjkxODMyIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Fact 1: House flies live for about a month
Fact 2: Napoleon was not short
Fact 3: Washington had metal and animal dentures
Fact 4: Washington had dentists implant the teeth of slaves into his mouth

1. Were the first three facts easier to accept than the fourth?

2. Did you have a different feeling when you heard the fourth fact?

3. Did you have an urge to go and research that Washington's teeth were from
J the mouths of slaves?

4. Why is it hard for us to believe evidence that counters our beliefs?

5. Can you think of any beliefs that people have that you know are not factual

and yet they still believe the information?
6. How do you feel after learning about the Backfire Effect?

5



The Backfire Effec

Well-documented psychological behavior

USC conducted a study where participants were placed in an MRI
and were presented with counterarguments to strongly held
political beliefs

o “Gay marriage should not be legalized”

Brains scanned for activity
Same part of the brain that responds to physical threat responds
to intellectual ones
o Called the amygdala
Our core beliefs are beliefs which people cherish most deeply
o These beliefs usually develop from childhood and solidify
through life experiences
They can be inflexible, rigid, and sensitive ing challenged




The Backfire Effect

e You may have held the worldview that Washington was a

patriot and hero, but you were just presented with negative
information

o This might not fit in your brain and causes your brain to
backfire

e Another term for the backfire effect is cognitive dissonance
o Cognitive dissonance causes feelings of unease and
tension, and people attempt to relieve this discomfort in
different ways.
o Examples include “explaining things away” or rejecting new
information that conflicts with their existing beliefs.




Case 3:24-cv-08015

backfire effect

a psychological phenomenon that occurs when
contradicting evidence challenges our deepest
convictions - our beliefs get stronger and trigger an
emotional rather than a reasoned response
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Exit Ticket - Turn in both worksheets!
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EXHIBIT 9
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From: Karen van Putten
To: Lori Lyle
Cc: Shawneece Stevenson; Sathvik Nori;

Cott Lyle; Marina Bershteyn

Subject: Re: Woodside TV Live Video - March 21st
Date: Friday, March 29, 2024 11:13:46 PM

Dear Mrs. Lyle and Parents,

This is a follow up to your original email dated March 25, 2024, my response dated
March 25, 2024, and your recent email with additional questions dated March 28,
2024. The original questions you asked are listed below with my original responses
along with additional information that we gathered:

o Did the teachers involved know about the content of the segment before
it was aired?

Yes, students in the Digital Filmmaking class have been working on the project since
November in collaboration with KQED and the teacher/advisor of the class. Students
chose a local, national or global issue and pitched their idea to KQED Education staff,
drafted a script which went through several revisions, received feedback and fact
checks from WHS teacher/advisor and KQED staff/mentors both in-person on our
WHS campus and at the KQED studios. Audio was recorded in the KQED studio and
students produced the final products in March.

The video came out of a KQED Youth Media "Call for Change" Challenge:

¢ In the Call for Change commentary project, students combine a personal
connection to an issue with research-based evidence and then express their
ideas for how to make the world a better place.

Every year, our journalism and digital film-making students go on a field trip to KQED
headquarters in San Francisco and their mentors come and work with our students at
WHS. One of the media challenges is this project: Call for Change. Students share
their footage and record on their professional-grade video and sound equipment, and
receive critical feedback.

o How did the movie get approved for public consumption by the school
administration?

Our journalism and digital filmmaking programs center students’ voices and we rely
on the instructors to provide guidance and oversight. Woodside HS administration is
typically not directly involved in the review process for student projects. In this case of
the airing of the student-produced video on March 21st on Woodside TV Live, our
teacher/advisor followed the


mailto:kvanputten@seq.org
mailto:loridlyle@gmail.com
mailto:smstevenson@seq.org
mailto:snori@seq.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youthmedia.kqed.org_commentary&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MtYlco-ZQbll1T3qbFKI108fUO1VSY7SC7pjeY5CzcQvN0usZpuL3-XdOeMJnO4W&m=Fbev7Abjn3KLy-M5yZ0yvf5BNLlyp9MQx2VhmWNtxGQjnsaWnLM5RoA87h9S4Iog&s=8kNK9dhIHSN4tIR0QlFRli-nYBcfygoENJ0PkwF8HJo&e=

Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-9  Filed 11/15/24 Page 3 of 11

e Who reviews and approves the public announcements?

Woodside TV Live daily announcements is a student-led and student-run
organization. Students write the daily scripts for the show, produce all the content and
run each episode live daily. Students are assigned deadlines by the teacher/advisor,
and students submit rough draft edits of content that is reviewed by peers in the
class. After watching, students suggest feedback that can go into the final edits.
Then, those segments included in a video will see the final edit and either approve or
disapprove of its publication. These factors are considered before being released on
Youtube which is then shared with the staff to show during 4th or 5th period each
day.

Outside of the Call for Change project, different student-led clubs and organizations
have also produced informational videos. For instance, the Board of Student Affairs
(BOSA), Student Leadership class, Robotics Team 100, the Debate Club, Visual and
Performing Arts classes, Science Olympiad and the AP Environmental Science class
are among some of the groups who have produced videos that are promotional or
public service announcements.

e Have similar announcements been permitted for other marginalized
groups?

In terms of the "Call for Change" project, students got to choose a local or national
issue. Not all students chose to represent marginalized groups, but there are
other features about marginalized groups. For example, one other video was
produced and already aired that addressed the topic of the closure and demise of
small businesses in Redwood City. For this project, there have been a variety of
topics that students have selected. These features are set to be published on the
Woodside TV Live Youtube channel in the coming weeks.

Woodside TV Live is a student-run organization and all students have the opportunity
to use the platform to promote or raise awareness on a variety of topics. In previous
years, students produced videos that educated or raised awareness around monthly
themes such as Black History Month or Women's History Month. Mostly, the daily
announcements provide reminders about college rep visits, schedule updates, club
meeting info, score reports, upcoming performances and ticket information.
Sometimes the content is fun and entertaining while other segments address serious
topics. Sometimes the content may offer a perspective, and not one that is wholly
representative of the students who produce the daily announcements or that of
Woodside High School.

The following questions are from your follow up email dated March 28:
The acknowledgement of our letter and the program description that produced the

video prompted a few additional questions:

o Before deciding to align with the KQED Call for Change program, did the
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school look into the backers / funders of the program? Did they vet the
mentors that work with our kids in any way?

Woodside High School has been partners with KQED and their Education programs
and their Youth Takeover series for several years, a partnership established with
retired teacher/advisor Gwen Sidley. We have partnered with KQED in their "Youth
Takeover" program providing students with opportunities to promote youth voice and
youth media as well as the Call for Change projects. Last year, | had the opportunity
to chaperone students on their field trip to KQED to observe first-hand the partnership
between the KQED professionals and members of their education department as they
worked with our student journalists and flmmakers. No--to my knowledge, we have
never felt the need to vet the backers or funders of the program, but you can go
directly to their website and find the list of their partners and funders which include the
California Department of Education and San Mateo County office of Education:

https://www.kged.org/education/partnerships-and-funders

The KQED Education department has two dedicated staff members who support this
work; one Youth Media Program Manager and one Youth Media Specialist who act as
advocates, facilitators and producers on Youth Takeover projects and in classrooms
and lead the Youth Advisory Board. The Youth Media Team act as intermediaries
advocating for student-made content on KQED programs and do not make editorial
decisions for what is ultimately broadcast.

o Who actually created the video? Was it the students or was it KQED?

The students created the video from start to finish.

It has also come to our attention that the journalism and digital filmmaking
teachers reached out to the advisors of the JSU and asked to meet with the
group, and that a meeting is set to happen this coming Monday (4/1) with the 2
student leaders of the group, the 2 teacher advisors, and the 2 teachers that
leverage the KQED Call for Change program in their classroom. We are now
hoping to understand from you the intention of this meeting. What do the
teachers want to achieve by having this meeting? What do you and the
administration hope to achieve during this meeting with our kids?

The JSU staff advisors, Mr. Filerman and Ms. Thomsen, have shared the main purpose of the meeting is
to allow a time and place to hear student concerns and both JSU advisors will be present to facilitate the
meeting and ensure that the purpose is met. The teacher/advisor of the Digital Filmmaking class and of
Woodside TV Live, Mr. DeBets and Department Chair for the Digital, Visual and Performing Arts (DVPA),
Mr. Kauffmann, will be joining the JSU students and any student who wishes to be present to listen to
student concerns revolving around the Call for Change segment aired on the March 21 announcements.
In a previous JSU club meeting, there was some interest expressed by the students in producing a video
of their own and both Mr. DeBets and Mr. Kauffmann will offer support for the students if and when they
decide they would like to pursue this option. The students have not expressed that they would like an
administrator to be present, and | will honor that. The JSU student leaders are comfortable with going to
their club advisors and should they request one of us to participate, we will.
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In addition, the following are some reflections and next steps:

Providing the context and preparing the student and staff audience tuning in to Woodside TV Live's series
of the KQED assignment: Call for Change would have been helpful. As with any classroom lesson,
teachers provide context and prepare their students with social, historical and political context before
introducing a perspective that may trigger, hurt or offend students in the audience. This is something we
have all been reflective about and are working toward making improvements within the broadcasts. We
are preparing a segment that provides the context for the "Call for Change" project and that these videos
are showcasing "youth voice" and that we support all students in producing stories reflecting their diverse
experiences.

| have suggested inviting students who could offer another perspective from a marginalized community
within the parameters of the Call for Change project could be very powerful and positive as a learning
opportunity to raise broader awareness of the many student voices of Woodside HS and that Woodside
TV Live can continue to address tough topics. The Woodside HS admin team and | are not school leaders
who would censor student produced news broadcast or publication; instead, we are committed to working
on developing parameters around how we can be teaching and learning partners involved in offering
feedback or suggestions to anticipate any potential problems or mitigate any misinformation.

We are committed to working directly with our students and staff to listen and make improvements with
"intent" vs. "impact" and address any missed learning and teaching opportunities.

Respectfully,
Karen van Putten

H. Karen van Putten (she/her/ella)
Principal
Woodside High School |_www.woodsidehs.org

199 Churchill Avenue | Woodside, CA 94062
(650) 367-9750 x40010

On Thu, Mar 28, 2024 at 1:13 PM Lori Lyle ||| ot

Ms. van Putten:

We are pleased to hear that the administration is in the process of gathering facts
about this situation and we look forward to receiving, in writing, the results and
parameters of the investigation this coming Friday (tomorrow). We are then looking
forward to finding a mutually agreeable time for us to meet to discuss the results
and to collaborate on a formal resolution to address what happened and ensure
these kinds of incidents do not continue to occur on the WHS campus or
community.

The acknowledgement of our letter and the program description that produced the
video prompted a few additional questions:

Before deciding to align with the KQED Call for Change program, did the


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.woodsidehs.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MtYlco-ZQbll1T3qbFKI108fUO1VSY7SC7pjeY5CzcQvN0usZpuL3-XdOeMJnO4W&m=Fbev7Abjn3KLy-M5yZ0yvf5BNLlyp9MQx2VhmWNtxGQjnsaWnLM5RoA87h9S4Iog&s=hpBExLcU8RyAOpLHh37fMqkyweRTvo9sxYIvUHVd2Po&e=

Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-9  Filed 11/15/24 Page 6 of 11

school look into the backers / funders of the program? Did they vet the
mentors that work with our kids in any way?

Who actually created the video? Was it the students or was it KQED?

Outside of the influence the KQED mentors can have on the students, we also
understand from your note that there were WHS teachers who had oversight and
approval authority over the video’s release. It seems safe to assume that these
teachers either did not see the video as problematic, or their own political ideology
took precedence. Either way, this is concerning.

It has also come to our attention that the journalism and digital filmmaking teachers
reached out to the advisors of the JSU and asked to meet with the group, and that a
meeting is set to happen this coming Monday (4/1) with the 2 student leaders of the
group, the 2 teacher advisors, and the 2 teachers that leverage the KQED Call for
Change program in their classroom. We are now hoping to understand from you
the intention of this meeting. What do the teachers want to achieve by having this
meeting? What do you and the administration hope to achieve during this meeting
with our kids?

Our kids created the JSU to have a safe space that they can share and manage on
their own. However, it is important that the administration acknowledges that our
kids feel overwhelmed and fearful at times by the ongoing instances of anti-
semitism, politically charged one-sided rhetoric and hateful words and actions on
campus and within the WHS community. For this reason, we parents will not
tolerate normalizing this situation and will continue to pursue our own discussions
with the administration and the school board to ensure that these types of behaviors
do not continue to reoccur.

We look forward to getting more information from you tomorrow.

Sincerely,

Lori and Scott Lyle; Woodside parents of 11th grader

Marina and Igor Bershteyn; Woodside parents of 10th grader
Jennifer and Daniel Reif; Woodside parents of 11th grader

Loni and Brent Austin, Woodside parents of 12th grader

Sam and Andrea Kasle, Woodside parents of 12th grader

Sharone and Vadim Spector, Woodside parents of 11th grader
Laurence Marks and Karen Parker, Woodside parents of 10th grader
Lisa Joy Rosner, Woodside parent of 11th grader
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Michele and Steve Harkov, Woodside parents of 9th grader
Larry and Shani Pascal, Woodside parent of 9th grader

On Mar 25, 2024, at 3:36 PM, Karen van Putten_ wrote:

Hello Mrs. Lyle and Parents,

Thank you for your detailed and thoughtful email sharing your concerns
around the March 21st airing of a student-produced video during our
Woodside TV Live Announcements. This is a brief response acknowledging
receipt of your email. The admin team has been working with the teacher of
the filmmaking classes at Woodside that also produces the Woodside TV
Live program since the airing. We have met with a few students who have
come in to share their concerns and the admin team scheduled a meeting
this afternoon to look into the questions and concerns you shared.

| can provide the following facts about the premise of the video project:

The video came out of a KQED Youth Media "Call for Change" Challenge:

In the Call for Change commentary project, students combine a
personal connection to an issue with research-based evidence and
then express their ideas for how to make the world a better place.

Students create an audio or video commentary or
an editorial cartoon

Great for middle and high school classes in ELA,
STEM, Civics, Health and more

Every year, our journalism and digital film-making students go on a field trip
to KQED headquarters in San Francisco and their mentors come and work
with our students at WHS. One of the media challenges is this project: Call
for Change. Students share their footage and record on their professional-
grade video and sound equipment, and receive critical feedback.

For this project, there have been a variety of topics that students have
selected. For example, one other video was produced and already aired that
addressed the topic of the closure and demise of small businesses in
Redwood City.
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The two guest teacher anchors, Ms. Thomsen (co-advisor to the Jewish
Student Union) and Ms. Lee did not have any prior knowledge of the video
content when they were reading the script introducing the video. As guest
anchors, staff members come in to practice one run through and then we go
live.

Our journalism and digital filmmaking programs center students’ voices and
we rely on the instructors to provide guidance and oversight. The instructor
vetted the video in its entirety through KQED and at least one department
colleague.

Please allow our admin team this week to gather the facts around your
questions listed in the email, and | welcome your partnership to collaborate
moving forward.

Thank you,

Karen van Putten

H. Karen van Putten (she/her/ella)
Principal
E Woodside High School |_www.woodsidehs.org

199 Churchill Avenue | Woodside, CA 94062
(650) 367-9750 x40010

On Mon, Mar 25, 2024 at 9:04 AM Lori Lyle _wrote:

Dear Mrs. van Putten and Board:

On Thursday, March 21%, we parents received texts & videos from our
distressed kids during the Woodside High School public video
announcement. This announcement, made to all students, contained a
segment called “Call for Change.” While the voiceover of this segment
seemed to imply an anti-hate and anti-islamophobia message, the images
and video clips appeared to be “Free Palestine” propaganda.

The announcements were hosted by two Woodside school teachers
identifying themselves as Ms. Thomsen and Ms. Lee. The teachers
introduced the segment by mentioning the anniversary of the Civil Rights
March led by Martin Luther King from Selma to Montgomery Alabama,
telling students to “stay tuned” for a “Call for Change.” In essence, the
teachers, or those who wrote the script, seemed to equate the forthcoming
activist message as analogous in its moral standing to Martin Luther King's
famous civil rights march.

When finished, the teachers handed the segment over to students-
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B - I 7 video segment began with a student
narrating several islamophobic hate crimes, which was followed by Muslim
and/or Arab students and teachers describing their concerns and
experiences.

As the video segment progressed, it took an unexpected (and in our view,

unacceptable) turn, when it incorporated images and interviews from “Free
Palestine” protests, implying that fighting against islamophobia equates to

aligning with the Free Palestine movement.

By hijacking this one-sided perspective on the Israeli/Hamas conflict, this
type of video does not provide an example of how to combat islamophobia
AND is damaging to your Jewish students - our children - who are already
dealing with bullying and harassment on campus. In fact, the same teacher
who was interviewed and featured as a victim of islamophobia in this video,
ironically harassed one of our children the very same day with completely
inappropriate and antisemitic remarks.

Airing this video to the entire school implies that the faculty and
administration endorse this particular movement. And, most troubling of all,
it seems some Woodside High School teachers had intimate prior
knowledge of the film. This may not be the case, so we wanted to open up
the dialogue.

https://www.youtube.com/live/vi2VYkaUcKE?si=0xugnN5r8E6_HypK

For your reference, throughout the film, several visuals supporting the “Free
Palestine” movement can be seen:

05:51 - Call for ceasefire poster with supporters

05:54 - "Israel Bombs, Stanford Profits" poster with supporters
07:12 - Palestinian protest images

07:16 - Images of Gaza war zone and children

07:26 - "Free Palestine" poster and supporters

07:48 - "Free Palestine" poster and supporters

07:55 - Posters “End all US aid to Apartheid Israel” and “Stand with
Palestine, End the Occupation Now” with supporters.

07:58 - Poster enters into the frame “Release all Palestinian Political
Prisoners”

08:15 - Poster "End the Occupation”
08:16 - Poster “There are no 2 sides to Genocide”, “Let Gaza Live"

08:18 and on - More “Free Palestine”
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08:20 - Dr. Susan Mather interviewed at Free Palestine protest: “If it weren't
for the youth, | don’t think the movement would be as strong as it is right
now. I’'m going to do my part but I’'m depending on the youth to be the
leaders in this movement. | think it's your turn and | think you guys are
killing it.”

We appreciate and empathize that the student in the film had been a target
of hate, but this film is not one of solidarity and peace. This is not a “Call for
Change,” but rather part of the “Free Palestine” movement that is
seemingly being force-fed to the entire school, in every classroom. And
whether you (generally speaking) agree with what Israel is doing or not, this
type of propaganda is influencing antisemitic attitudes and behaviors HERE
in our school district - Woodside, RWC, etc.

Without getting into the history of the region, it is critical to note the
following:

1. The Free Palestine movement was founded by an Islamic
extremist, Yasser Qashlaq and is steadfastly opposed to the
existence of Israel. Qashlaq refers to Jews as “human pieces
of filth,” and “dregs of European garbage.”

2. It's naive to think Free Palestine means a peaceful one
or two state solution. It means the eradication of the Jews.
Qashlaq says publicly that Israelis are a “gang of criminal
murderers.” He explains clearly that “You [Jews] will never
be able to make peace with us,” because “there is no reason
for coexistence.” Qashlaq even differentiates his movement
from other Arab Palestinian leaders and their followers:
“Even if some of our leaders or regimes sign [peace
agreements] with you—we will never sign.” What Qashlaq
promotes, and what Woodside students are calling for,
however inadvertently, is actual genocide, or at the very
least the complete ethnic cleansing of Jews from the Middle
East.

3. Inthe US, Free Palestine may call itself a human rights
movement, but its origin is seeped in heavy hatred. In the
video, the movement is made to look like a “pep rally” and is
misrepresentative.

We are extremely concerned as to how this video segment was allowed to
be shown and respectfully ask for your response to the following questions:

e Did the teachers involved know about the content of the segment
before it was aired?

o How did the movie get approved for public consumption by the school
administration?

e Who reviews and approves the public announcements?

¢ Have similar announcements been permitted for other marginalized
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groups?
If the intention of the video was to promote peace and the coming together
of our student body in pursuit of change, the images in the video should
have looked very different. We look forward to working with you on how to
offer an alternate view for those members of the Woodside community who

have been deeply pained by what was shown, and others who have been
grossly misinformed about the reality of what they were shown in this video.

We would like to request a meeting to discuss this in person. Ideally, we
can work together towards a collaborative plan to address this.

Sincerely,

Lori and Scott Lyle; Woodside parents of 11th grader

Marina and Igor Bershteyn; Woodside parents of 10th grader
Jennifer and Daniel Reif; Woodside parents of 11th grader

Loni and Brent Austin, Woodside parents of 12th grader

Sam and Andrea Kasle, Woodside parents of 12th grader

Sharone and Vadim Spector, Woodside parents of 11th grader
Laurence Marks and Karen Parker, Woodside parents of 10th grader
Lisa Joy Rosner, Woodside parent of 11th grader

Michele and Steve Harkov, Woodside parents of 9th grader

Larry and Shani Pascal, Woodside parent of 9th grader
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EXHIBIT 10
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Sequoia Union High School District

Uniform Complaint Procedures
COMPLAINT FORM

l. Your Contact Information

Last Name: Lyle First Name: Scott

sacress [

ciry: I stote: NN

Home Phone:_

et

Apt. #:

Zip:-

Work or Cell Phone:

Il. Complainant

You are filing this complaint on behalf of: -Lyle and WHS Jewish community
Parent/Guardian [ Pupil [J Witness to the Incident [ Other:

11l. School Information
School Name: YV00dside High School

Grade: 11 Principal: Karen Van Putten

IV. Basis of the Complaint

A. District violation of state or federal law or regulations/policies governing:

[1 Accommodations for Pregnant and
Parenting Pupils

[J Adult Education

[ After School Education and Safety

[ Agricultural Career Technical Education

[ Career Technical and Technical
Education; Career Technical; Technical
Training (State)

[ Career Technical Education (Federal)

[ Child Care and Development

[J Compensatory Education

[ Course Periods without Educational
Content

[ Education Of Pupils In Foster Care,
Pupils Who Are Homeless, Former
Juvenile Court Pupils Now Enrolled In A
School District, and Pupils Of Military
Families

[CJEvery Student Succeeds Act / No Child
Left Behind (Titles I-V1I)

[JLocal Control and Accountability Plans
(LCAP)

[JMigrant Education

[CJPhysical Education Instructional Minutes

Pupil Fees

[JReasonable Accommodations to a
Lactating Pupil

[JRegional Occupational Centers and
Programs

[School Plans For Student Achievement

[JSchool Safety Plans

[ISchool Site Councils

[CIstate Preschool

[CIstate Preschool Health And Safety Issues
In LEAs Exempt From Licensing

10f3
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B. Unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying, based
on actual or perceived characteristics of the following:

[] Age (age 40+ in employment) [IMarital or Parental Status

Ancestry Nationality

[] Breastfeeding Students National Origin

[ color Race or Ethnicity

[ physical or Mental Disability Religion

Ethnic Group Identification [Jsex

[J Gender Expression [Jsexual Harassment (Title IX)
[]Gender Identity [CJSexual Orientation

[J Gender [JAssociation with any of these actual
L] Genetic Information or perceived characteristics

C. Allegations of noncompliance of the following:

|:|Student bullying that is not based on the above listed protected classes
[CJRetaliation against a complainant or other participant in the complaint process or anyone who
has acted to uncover or report a violation subject to the uniform complaint procedures

D. Expulsion Appeal:

[] ifyouare appealing an expulsion, list the date of the District’s decision to expel:
(Please attach all District expulsion documentation to your complaint)

V. Details of Complaint

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability. Attach additional sheets of paper if you
need more space.

Please describe the type of incident(s) you experienced that led to this complaint, in as much detail as
possible, including all dates and times when the incident(s) occurred or when the allege acts first came
to your attention and location(s) where the incident(s) occurred:

See Attached

20f3



Case 3:24-cv-08015 Document 1-10  Filed 11/15/24 Page 4 of 8

List the individuals involved in the incident(s) complained of:

See Attached

List any witnesses to the incident(s):

WHS Student Body, Administration, Internet users

What steps, if any, have you taken to resolve this issue before filing a complaint?

See attached

I understand that the District will maintain the confidentiality of this information, to the extent provided by
law or the applicable collective bargaining agreement; that | will be protected from retaliation for filing this
complaint; that the District may request further information about this matter; and if such information is
available, | agree to present it upon request.

| understand that with the exception of pupil fee complaints, which may be filed within one (1) year of the
alleged violation, all other complaints must be filed within six (6) months of the alleged occurrence. Pupil
fees and LCAP complaints may be filed anonymously.

| believe that the forgoing is true and correct.
Note: | understand that if | file a complaint right before Thanksgiving Recess, Winter Recess, Spring Recess

or Summer Recess, that school staff will be on vacation and it will take longer to investigate; and | agree to
extend the timeline for responding to my complaint by the number of days schools are closed. Initials

/ém—%jq/z 9/’22'207—‘7[

Signature of Person Ffling Complaint Date

Please submit this complaint to:

Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
Human Resources Department

480 James Avenue

Redwood City, CA 94062
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April 22, 2024

Re: Uniform Complaint on Discrimination and Harassment

Dear Interim Superintendent Leach and Assistant Superintendent Beal,

We have attempted to resolve serious issues of discrimination and harassment at Woodside High School
(WHS) by providing Karen Van Putten involving discriminatory behavior by employees and students. All
our efforts to resolve this at the site level have been unsuccessful and the hostile school environment
has continued. We are now filing a formal complaint with the district per Board Policy and
Administration Regulation 1312.1 - Complaints Concerning District Employees. Additionally, we request
that all of our previous discrimination complaints we filed directly with Ms. Van Putten regarding
misconduct of WHS teachers and students be investigated by the district. More specifically, we request
that, in addition to addressing the recent video incident, the continuing swastika vandalism be finally
addressed as antisemitic and hate speech.

We believe Woodside High School has violated the following policies:

e Discrimination Prohibited - No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color,
national origin, or sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.

e Sequoia District Nondiscrimination Policy - The Board of Trustees of the Sequoia Union High
School District is opposed to segregation in the public schools in any form, be it racial, socio-
economic, political, religious, or based on sex, and will take such practical steps as appear
feasible to provide all students with a broad exposure to all facets of a democratic society during
their period of school attendance and to ensure equal educational opportunity according to the
needs of individual students.

e Policy 0410: Nondiscrimination In District Programs And Activities

e Regulation 5145.3: Nondiscrimination/Harassment

e SUHSD Policy 4119.21
a. #2 - Engaging in harassing or discriminatory behavior towards students,
parents/guardians, staff, or community members, or failing or refusing to intervene
when an act of discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying against a student is
observed.

We would like all the complaints investigated by the district and a response within thirty days per your
Uniform Complaint Policy:
= The District shall investigate complaints alleging failure to comply with such laws and/or
alleging discrimination and shall seek to resolve those complaints in accordance with the
district's uniform complaint procedures.


https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030459&revid=cqGq0fBzMcN1dmMZblDXtQ==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030459&revid=cqGq0fBzMcN1dmMZblDXtQ==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030459&revid=68fieT5VWplusCIrAQknvGh6g==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=muNUlKiR2jsXcslsh28JpBkiw==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
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= Within thirty (30) days of receiving the complaint, the compliance officer shall prepare and
send to the complainant a written report of the District’s investigation and decision,
together with corrective actions

We would like to ensure our identities remain confidential and that any type of retaliation will not be
tolerated per your Uniform Complaint Policy:

= Complainants are protected from retaliation and the identity of the complainant alleging
discrimination shall remain confidential, as appropriate.

Complaint Information:

1. Our Jewish children represent a very small and vulnerable minority at Woodside High School (WHS)
which has repeatedly experienced harassment from both students and teachers alike. The pervasive
discrimination against Jewish students has created a hostile school environment and the principal
has failed to address or prevent further misconduct.

2. Teachers have made offensive, derogatory, and highly unprofessional remarks to our Jewish kids:

Pointing out Jewish physical characteristics.

Swastika graffiti on school grounds was dismissed by the administration as Buddhist
Anime. Then subsequent swastika events have been reported on WHS campus.
Teachers have singled out Jewish students in Ethnic Studies, Social Studies, and History
classes for debate about Israel.

3. On multiple occasions, Jewish parents and students met with Ms. Karen Van Putten, principal of WHS
and the administration - but no corrective actions have been taken to our knowledge. This violates
district policy as the principal failed to investigate and implement immediate measures necessary to
stop the discrimination and ensure that all students have access to the educational program and a
safe school environment.

4. On March 21st, WHS promoted an Arab-Muslim “tolerance” video to the student body that
slandered and caused significant anxiety at the expense of our Jewish students:

While the narrative discussed islamophobia, it portrayed offensive imagery by of the
“Free Palestine” movement, in other words, it attacked Jews and the Jewish State.
The “Free Palestine” organization has very dark roots and promotes the genocide of
Jews in Israel. Its founder, Yasser Qashlaq, is famous for his antisemitic and genocidal
comments about Jews, making many disturbing statements that include:
o “You will never be able to make peace with us.”
o “Thereis no reason for coexistence.”
o “Those human pieces of filth.”
The video contained explicit endorsements from academic authority figures with
statements such as, “I'm depending upon the youth to be the leaders of this movement
Letters to Karen Van Putten and the SUHSD Board have yielded no constructive or
Productive material responses.
In a communication dated April 1, a small group of parents requested the following:
1. Provide training regarding antisemitism to administrators, teachers, and
subsequently, students.
2. Asguardrails, require proper history training by teachers and administrators so
future mistakes can be identified before there is a problem. It should be widely
understood that:

”
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a. Jews are an ethnic group indigenous to Israel with a continuous thousand-
year history in the land, since 1200 BC, surviving countless occupiers (e.g.
Assyrians, Babylonians, etc.).

b. Under Roman occupation, Romans referred to Jews as Palestinians to strip
them of their cultural identity. Arab conquest came 15 centuries later, in
the 7th century AD. Under the Ottoman Empire, Jews lived as Dhimmi and
paid taxes to live in their own country.

c. In 1920, In the 1900s, during WWI and WWII the League of Nations, the
UN, and the Allied Powers began to decolonize defeated powers utilizing
an internationally accepted legal principle called “Uti Possidetis Juris”,
which returns colonized territories to their previous “geopolitical
boundaries”. In this process, the Ottoman Empire was decolonized into
Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Israel through a series of “mandates”.

d. Yasser Arafat, founder of the PLO, did not adopt the term “Palestinian” for
the Arabs who lived in that region until 1964. Prior to that time, everyone
who lived in the region were understood to be either Palestinian Jews or
Palestinian Arabs, but Palestinian referred only to the region of Palestine—
it was never a sovereign country.

e. Today, less than half of Israeli Jews are European diaspora Jews and Israeli
Arabs have the same rights as Jews. (In 2022, Khaled Kabub became the
first Muslim member to be permanently appointed to the Supreme Court
of Israel.)

Until we are assured that administrators and teachers understand Jewish history, antisemitism, and how
to discuss related topics, we suggest following San Mateo Union High School District’s lead by not
allowing discussions about the Israel-Hamas war in the classroom:

1.

Provide a tool for students to anonymously report antisemitism (and other hate)
incidents and/or curricular violations.

Provide education for students and staff about the bounds of free speech in the
classroom and the civil rights of individual students in a school setting.

Adopt the IHRA’s definition of antisemitism (already adopted by, for example, the US
Department of State), without any modifications, and operationalize it in the district
using this checklist developed by the by the National Education Association’s Jewish
Affairs Caucus.

Transparency - We request that teachers make classroom material and assignments
available on their online portal for all students and parents in their classes.

A letter was sent on April 3, 2024 to the advisors to the JSU (Jewish Student Union) with specific
requests which were forwarded to Karen van Putten; confirmation that the email was forwarded in an
email dated April 18th. The requests related to the video were as follows:

1.

Every day the video remains live, another student could be influenced. In turn, the
video should be taken down, which is still running on YouTube with 700 subscribers. Or,
edit the video by stripping out the Free Palestine segments from the video.
If we wish to promote acceptance, and discourage hate, can we call out hate when we
see it to educate and promote critical thinking? Make a follow-up announcement that
the specific images represented a militia group from Syria called “Free Palestine” and
share the previously documented comments made by its founder.
Encourage critical thinking and discourage emotional narratives and sound bites.

e Going forward, could we establish guardrails to review “hot topic” content

before it is published?
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e Could we use this incident to make a public service announcement about Jew
hate? We could even create combined Islamophobia/Antisemitism messages if
there is concern about appearing biased in any way.

e Could we invite an Arab Israeli (not a Jewish Israeli or an Arab Palestinian) to
speak at the WHS to provide a legitimate and informed perspective on this
complex subject?

e Could we teach the history of Israel and Jews as an ethnic group starting from

our first archeological record in 1206 BC? Here is an outline written for your

consideration:

4. There has been no formal restorative response from Karen van Putten or the Board to
date since the video was shown. We request immediate action be taken to undo the
damage done and prevent further antisemitic events.

We would like to point out that other school districts are seeing the groundswell of antisemitic events
and are addressing it. Here are some very recent examples:

e On Thursday, April 4" a guest speaker at Wilcox High School in Santa Clara included an Arab
Muslim born and raised in Israel, who presented on her personal story to the interested
students. It offered an alternative, truthful account of Israel and the Jewish community.

e On Monday, April 15th, a Bowditch math teacher in Foster City engaged in a day of silence to
express their disagreement with the current war in Gaza. Within a matter of days, the school
had investigated, issued a school wide email and they are working to get antisemitism training.

e Chino Valley Unified Board President refuses to allow pro-Hamas supporters to hijack a school
board meeting citing no jurisdiction when discussing school business.

These examples show a willingness by the respective school districts to educate the community,
condemn racism and refuse to use schools as a platform to disseminate hate propaganda.

The hostile school environment at Woodside High School has caused significant harm to students and
families. Ms. Van Putten knew about multiple incidents of discrimination of Jewish students at WHS for
months and has failed to take appropriate action to stop the prohibited misconduct. We hope the
district completes a thorough investigation and takes immediate action to prevent any further
discriminatory misconduct by SUHSD employees and students.

Sincerely,

Scott and Lori Lyle

Steve & Michele Harkov
Jennifer and Daniel Reif
Rachel Freiberg

Sharone Mendes Nassi
Vadim Spector

Marina and Igor Bershteyn
Larry and Shani Pascal
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